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JOY GROUP BIBLE TRIVIA 
(for everyone)
I have missed our JOY group gatherings and thought you might be missing 
a little trivia that we have from time to time. So here is a little Bible trivia for 
everyone. You can work on this in your spare time and then take time to read 
them. I look forward to seeing you all again!

• What is the longest book in the Bible? (might find two answers)
• What is the shortest book in the Bible?
• What is the longest verse in the Bible?
• What is the shortest verse in the Bible?
• What is the longest chapter in the Bible? (number of verses)
• What is the shortest chapter in the Bible? (number of verses)

Karen Moeller

BOOK AND DISCUSSION GROUP
I know that I, for one, cannot begin to understand the anger, frustration and 
pain of racism. I have probably said, over the years, that it “can’t be that 
bad.” Unfortunately, recent events have shown that it can be and is that bad. 
Understanding comes from learning and listening. A couple of Sundays ago 
Pastor John encouraged all of us to read a book called “The New Jim Crow” by 
Michelle Alexander.

I am looking for others who would like to read the book and discuss it. I have 
no preconceived ideas of when, where or how often we would meet. Just 
checking right now to see if there is interest and if anyone would like to lead the 
discussion. If yes to either of these, please let me or Pastor John know. I went 
to Barnes & Noble recently and they are sold out of the book. A bookseller did 
say they will get more but he had no idea when. I did buy the ebook so if you 
have a Nook or Kindle, you should be OK. Please let me know if you would be 
interested in this not-so-light summertime reading.

Barb Hollister

NEW BUILDING MAILBOX
We recently installed a new, secure mailbox by the front doors of the church for 
daily mail delivery. This box also provides a secure spot for church members to 
drop off envelopes, contributions and other items when the church office is not 
open or staffed. We will get your items the next time we are in the church office. 

DAILY 
DEVOTIONS
Every day members of 
Mt. Carmel will share daily 
devotions on Facebook. 
Each post features a Bible 
verse, thought and prayer. 
Find the devotions on our 
Facebook page daily after 
8 a.m. You don’t have to 
have a Facebook account 
to view the daily devotions 
at www.facebook.com/
MountCarmelMpls.
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IT’S TIME TO LISTEN
Well, what a difference one Tidings issue makes! The last issue I wrote for, 
everything was about the pandemic. And while that’s not exactly off the table (not 
even close, Tulsa rally notwithstanding), another pandemic has reared its ugly 
head, and this one surpasses COVID-19, in my estimation. That pandemic would be 
racism. 

There are many other factors competing for our attention, of course, from burning 
to looting to statues taken down to renaming military facilities to talk of defunding 
the police, etc. And this has all been happening on a global scale! But the 
underlying factor in all of this tumult is a cry from people of color that has come to 
the surface from the depths: We are being treated like we don’t matter! We are not 
being heard! We cannot breathe! 

Say what you might about property damage and looting, if Black communities are 
being silenced and oppressed this widely, that’s the real story here. As Martin 
Luther King Jr., said, “A riot is the language of the unheard.” So, do we want to 
focus our attention on the property damage or the human damage that results 
from racism? 

As one of our members posted: 

Here’s an example of how white privilege sounds

You keep saying, “It’s horrible that an innocent Black man was killed, but 
destroying property has to stop!”

Try saying, “It’s horrible that property is being destroyed, but killing innocent 
Black men has got to stop.”

You’re prioritizing the wrong part.

I think that gets it right. 

We who follow Christ are aligned with a different kingdom where such treatment 
of God’s children is not tolerated. Yet, in the kingdom of this world, certain tribes 
and races “win;” they assert power and control over others. It seems virtually 
certain that this has happened with our African American brothers and sisters for 
centuries…and it continues. The kingdom of God and God’s people say, “No!” 

And so, for so many of us white folk who follow Christ, it is time to focus our 
attention less on the disruption of public order and damage to our material world, 
and more on the human cries of pain rising up—cries from which we are so 
isolated, so largely unaware. 

We are being called to listen now like we’ve never listened before, because there 
are stories that need to be told from our black brothers and sisters. 

We are being called to learn about American history, and, most importantly at this 
time, the history that has rarely been told: Black American history. For instance, 
who knew about the monstrous actions taken by white Americans and the military 
in Tulsa on June 19, 1921? We don’t want to hear about such things because it 
might require of us all to look in the mirror.

MT. CARMEL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are a faith community participating 
in the life of God, both as sheer gift to us 
and as a calling to the neighborhoods 
of Northeast Minneapolis. We are a 
multigenerational community that proudly 
celebrates our history while joining 
together with younger generations to 
follow where God is leading. We build 
our community through faith practices 
like prayer, dwelling in the Word and 
hospitality.

1701 St. Anthony Pkwy NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418

612-781-2796
Fax: 612-781-1621

Office hours
8:30 a.m-1:30 p.m. M

8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. T-F

Pastor
John Strommen, ext. 103

pastorjohn@mountcarmelmpls.org

Director of Faith Formation
Nick Ralston, ext. 121

faithformation@mountcarmelmpls.org

Church Administrator
Steve Robertson, ext. 101

office@mountcarmelmpls.org

Interim Director of Music
Ruth Bills, ext. 120

ruthabills@gmail.com

Maintenance Engineer
Steve Panning, ext. 104

building@mountcarmelmpls.org

Tidings
Jenni Lathrop

jenni@jennilathrop.com

Mt. Carmel Child Care
Brenda Wetzel, ext. 107

612-781-2798
childcare@mountcarmelmpls.org

www.mtcarmel.net

The mission of Mt. Carmel 
Lutheran Church and its members 

is to learn, live and share God’s 
Word.

Ministry Affiliates: Minneapolis Area 
Synod/ELCA; Northeast Senior Services, 

Inc.; Little Kitchen Food Shelf; The 
Sheridan Story; Eastside Meals on 

Wheels; Plymouth Christian Youth Center;  
Mission Northeast and Casa de Oracion a 

las Naciones. 

The Mt. Carmel facility is shared with 
the following community groups: Scout 

Troop 132, Venture Crew, Cub Scouts, Girl 
Scouts and Alcoholics Anonymous.

We are an ELCA congregation. All are 
welcome. Learn more about the ELCA at 

www.elca.org/About.

PASTOR’S PEN

Pastor’s Pen, continued on 3
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We must listen, learn and finally act. This is what love does. It pays attention, 
honors the other, then becomes a champion and advocate for their well-being. 

It seems clear that the racism we are facing in our country is more than a few 
“bad apples.” It’s much deeper, in systems, institutions, community values and 
mores. It’s embedded in our culture. So, we must all work together to re-imagine 
how we can be more supportive, just and fair with all members of the American 
experience. 

God give us courage to listen, learn, act and thereby forge a new sense of 
community with our black American brothers and sisters. 

God’s peace to you all, 
Pastor John

Pastor’s Pen, continued from 2

CHILD CARE UPDATE
The children have been very busy this spring at Mt. Carmel! We have enjoyed 
learning about different animals, numbers, shapes and colors. We have enjoyed 
new toys in the courtyard area (we have a new garden box to keep them in 
order), and the toddlers love our sandbox in the grass. It has been a nice 
consistency for our children and families while most parks have been closed.

A huge thank you to all that ordered/bought plants! We had a very short, 
controlled sale that did wonderful. We are looking for some large muscle 
equipment with the funds we raised.

Be safe and thank you for your continued support! 

Brenda Wetzel 
Director, Mt. Carmel Childcare 

GROUNDS CLEANUP
We couldn’t hug and we couldn’t sit down for coffee and treats but it was great 
to see members of our church family on something other than Zoom! Our church 
grounds have been refreshed thanks to the efforts of many volunteers working 
to do a spring cleanup: raking and trimming and planting and landscaping! Many 
thanks to Lory Dubbels, Myrna Flatland, Janel Wampler, Al and Audrey Erickson, 
Doug and Linda Jones, Wayne and Kathy Halverson, Leona Olson, Rich Feist, 
Chris and Owen Pudney, Karen Moeller and Bob and Barb Hollister.

STAYING UP-TO-DATE
Visit www.mountcarmelmpls.org/news to download weekly announcements, 
view past worship services and find information on special events and learning 
opportunities. Make sure to subscribe to The Candle email list as well.

If you find it difficult to access our information online, contact the office to be 
added to our weekly postal mailing list. Each week you will received the weekly 
announcements and the text of the previous Sunday’s sermon.

To subscribe to The Candle or have your name added to our postal mailing list, 
contact Steve Robertson at 612-655-7594 or office@mountcarmelmpls.org.

WHERE CAN  
I FIND...?
During this unusual time, 
our communications team 
is working hard to keep you 
updated and connected. 

Website
One of the best ways to find 
information is on the church 
website at www.mtcarmel.net.

Find wind worship videos and 
documents, congregational 
mailings and other information 
on the NEWS page. Visit 
the news page directly at 
mountcarmelmpls.org/news.

Facebook
Worship is live on Sunday 
mornings through Facebook 
live. Also find our daily 
devotions, videos with Pastor 
John and event information. 
You do not need to have a 
Facebook account to view 
our videos and posts, simply 
visit www.facebook.com/
MountCarmelMpls on any 
computer or mobile device.

PRAYER CHAIN
To to lift up a prayer concern 
for the prayer chain, please 
contact Leona Olson at 
612-859-7075.
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MEETING 
ONLINE
These groups are  
meeting online:

Virtual Fellowship—Sundays 
at 10:45 a.m. (Contact 
Pastor John at  pastorjohn@
mountcarmelmpls.org)

Reflect Group—Sundays 
at 11 a.m. (Contact Nick 
Ralston at faithformation@
mountcarmelmpls.org)

Good Fruits Bible Study—
Tuesdays at 2:30 p.m. 
(Contact Leona Olson at 
onondave@yahoo.com)

Men’s Bible Study—
Wednesdays at 6:45 a.m. 
(Contact Ralph Matthes at 
marinosdelimpls@gmail.com)

WEEKLY FOOD BOX DISTRIBUTION
We’re changing direction! A team of volunteers (Matti and Tessa Gurney, Adam 
and Kristina Burrack, Doug Jacobsen and Wendy Literski, Martha Hoppe, Barb 
Hollister and Pastor John) have been giving out food boxes every Friday since 
April 10. To date, we have given out about 150 boxes. As a team we made the 
decision to end this program effective June 26 and focus instead on helping our 
neighbors in North Minneapolis.

Following the death of George Floyd and the ensuing protests there remains 
only one grocery store for all of North Minneapolis. Help is desperately needed 
to get food to those in need until the grocery store can be rebuilt. Our ministry 
has expanded to include a larger group of volunteers (more volunteers are 
needed and welcomed) who go to North Minneapolis on Thursday afternoons. If 
you would like to be part of this effort, please contact Pastor John.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of May 31, 2020
Due to the federal Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan Mt. Carmel received, 
reduced expenses and giving staying close what we budgeted, May ended with 
healthy financials. The loan assists in paying salaries, benefits and utilities for 
both the church and Mt. Carmel Child Care for eight weeks. We are nearing the 
end of the eight week period so please keep your giving up to date by mailing in 
your donation or paying online using Simply Giving. 

Actual Income to Expense Ratio YTD  May 31, 2020: $19,624.01

Last year at this time: (12,872.91)

Income to expense   

May Actual May Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 
$30,070.41 ( $550.34) $19,624.01 ($2,768.30)

Diane Davis Langer 
Mt. Carmel Church Treasurer

OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES
Please continue to support our congregation with your faithful financial 
contributions to Mt. Carmel as you are able. There are several ways to give:

• Online by credit card or bank account. Visit mountcarmelmpls.org/give for 
online giving opportunities.  

• By phone using your credit card or bank account  
(call 1-800-675-7430, ext 0).

• Mail your check to the church office.
Your generous support for Mt. Carmel and our ministry is truly appreciated.

KEEP US 
INFORMED
Did you know that because 
of privacy laws, hospitals and 
nursing homes do not call us 
to report if a parishioner has 
been admitted, or if a person’s 
condition has worsened? 
That means we rely on family 
members and friends to keep 
us informed. Please call the 
church office, 612-781-2796, if 
you or someone you know of 
is hospitalized.



www.mtcarmel.net  |  5 

BEFRIENDERS DURING COVID-19
Have you lost a loved one during the pandemic? Have you lost your job or 
experienced some other life changing crisis? Do you have a family member who 
has gone through any of these types of loss? If you answer yes to any of these 
questions, you may need someone to listen to you as you work through your 
crisis or grief experience. 

The Befriender Ministry is a non-judgmental listening experience that allows 
people to experience God’s presence in their lives even while going through 
difficult times. Each of our Befrienders have gone through an extensive training 
and practice in active listening skills to allow the other person the space to 
express their emotions and work through their situation at one’s own pace. 
Conversations with a Befriender are held to strict confidentiality. Normally, 
these conversations are arranged to be held in person, but during the COVID-19 
pandemic all contacts are conducted by phone or venues such as Zoom. If you 
would like more information about the Befriender’s Ministry or if you think you 
might benefit by being connected to a Befriender, please call Pr. Dave Olson at 
651-528-7459 or leave a message with the church office.

Dave Olson, Befriender Ministry administrator

MT. CARMEL FOUNDATION  
IS ON AMAZON SMILE
Do you like to shop? Put your shopping to good works by supporting Mt. Carmel 
through the Mt. Carmel Foundation.

What is Amazon Smile? It is a website operated by Amazon with the same 
products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you shop 
on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

Mt. Carmel in Minneapolis Foundation is a choice you can opt for when 
shopping on Amazon. You can donate to Mt Carmel Foundation year round 
when shopping on Amazon.

Go to https://smile.amazon.com. On your first visit, select Mt. Carmel in 
Minneapolis Church Foundation. Amazon Smile will occasionally contact you 
about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity. 

Currently there isn’t a way to shop with Amazon Smile on your iPhone or iPad 
through the app. As a work around you can put items in your cart through the 
app, then open a web browser, and go to the smile.amazon.com website to 
complete purchase. 

Are you an Android user? Amazon Smile is available in the Amazon Shopping 
App for all Android users. If latest version, open app on an Android device. View 
settings and select AmazonSmile. Follow the in-app instructions to complete the 
process. 

Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax 
deductible. Thank you to all that already have opted to make your shopping 
contribute to the Mt Carmel Foundation.

Diane Davis Langer, Mt. Carmel Foundation President

TIDINGS 
DEADLINE
Articles for the monthly 
Tidings are due the Tuesday 
after the monthly council 
meeting (usually the third 
Tuesday). Please submit 
your articles (or submission 
questions) to jenni@
jennilathrop.com. Each issue 
is delivered the first week of 
the month.

• August: All content due 
July 21 by 10 p.m.

BIRTHS
May 14—Astrid Charlotte 
Marie Ruser to Tiffany and 
Erik Ruser (grandparents are 
Jodi and Brian Wirth) 

DEATHS:
Dolores Virginia Hamrin,  
died June 1

Dolores Nypan, died June 3

WITH 
SYMPATHY
Grace Doolittle on the death 
of her mother Dolores Hamrin

Charles Grider on the death 
of his brother David Grider
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FAITH FORMATION AT A GLANCE
Hello Mt. Carmel family. We continue to navigate these 
times of the dual viruses of COVID-19 and racism even 
though we are still in quarantine. Our work never ceases! 

Recently I have found much solace, a spiritual dwelling and 
my “quiet time with God” outside. I have been spending 
time under the shade of the big oak trees by my house, 
strumming a guitar and watching the leaves dance in the 
wind. It is part of our calling as Christians, those who work 
for justice and receive and extend grace—to extend that 
grace to ourselves as well. Our Savior, Christ, even while 
a storm rages around him, rests his eyes on the boat with 
his disciples. Surely, he had much ministry to do, but he 
was fully human and knew that he needed rest and time 
for himself if he was to run the marathon, not sprint, of a life 
lived glorifying his Father and loving all those around him. 

So, what are you doing to extend grace to yourself? How 
are you spending quiet time with Christ? Perhaps you 
could go for a walk outside. Perhaps you could sit in your 
favorite little nestle of God’s creation for a while or you 
could lay down on the grass and listen to music and let 
the sun shine on you. Even five minutes. Slow down, know 
you are loved by God, know that the Holy Spirit is with you, 
know that the work you are doing to build the Kingdom 
of God is God ordained and God will be with you. Reset, 
refocus and draw strength from Christ and then continue 
on in our efforts to bring justice and peace. Just don’t 
forget to give yourself grace. 

Recently I preached and quoted a benediction from Sister 
Ruth Fox. I’ve found it worth revisiting in these days, so I 
will post it here. 

May God bless you with discontent with easy answers, 
half-truths, superficial relationships, so that you will 
live from deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, 
abuse, and exploitation of people, so that you will work 
for justice, equality, and peace.

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who 
suffer from pain, rejection, starvation and war, so that 
you will reach out your hand to comfort them and to 
change their pain to joy.

May God bless you with the foolishness to think you 
can make a difference in this world, so that you will do 
the things which others tell you cannot be done.

If you have the courage to accept these blessings, 
then God will also bless you with:

happiness—because you will know that you have 
made life better for others

inner peace—because you will have worked to secure 
an outer peace for others

laughter—because your heart will be light

faithful friends—because they will recognize your 
worth as a person.

These blessings are yours—not for the asking, but 
for the giving—from One who wants to be your 
companion, our God, who lives and reigns, forever and 
ever. Amen.

Upcoming opportunities
• Reflect. Reflect is on! For security purposes, please 

email me if you would like to join us for Reflect. We 
will continue to gather each week, after service, via 
Zoom at 11-11:45 a.m. to retain the greatest sense 
of normalcy as is possible! I invite you to join our 
conversation and fellowship and directly engage 
that faith formation opportunity.

• Videos. Recently you may have seen my face 
on video giving the children’s message with the 
time that I have at home each week. I encourage 
everyone to watch those videos and ponder for 
yourself or talk with your family asking some 
probing questions based on the content. As adults 
we know that often messages meant for children 
have something to say to us directly as well. Those 
children’s messages are meant to be a catalyst for 
your own discussion! If you have not seen Stephenie 
Labandz’s children’s sermon from several weeks 
ago watch it. It’s heartfelt and hilarious. Feel free to 
email me about the potential for you to make your 
own kind of video/message of encouragement and 
we may be able to post it on Sunday or another time 
in the week! Making a small video for the purpose 
of uplifting the rest of our congregation goes a long 
way these days and can be a great way to directly 
engage faith formation in a creative way.

• Camp. As you may have heard, COVID-19 has 
cancelled many summer camps throughout the 
country and their physical summer programs. Our 
camp Wapo is not exception. However, as part of 
our faith formation for our Mt. Carmel youth, I will 
be distributing a “Wapo At Home Series” from the 
amazing year-round staff at Camp Wapo, so that 
our youth can still do some of the faith practices 
that they would have experienced at camp while at 
home! 

• Devotionals. I encourage you to engage the daily on 
Mt. Carmel’s Facebook page and also consider what 

Faith Formation, continued on 7
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God has been revealing in your life. Perhaps it’s a scripture passage that 
is speaking to you or an experience that gave you hope? I then encourage 
you, if you are open to it, to write a brief devotional yourself and send it to 
myself or Pastor John and we can make it available to encourage the rest 
of this church family.

• And as always, what are your ideas? If you have an idea that is not listed 
above for something positive and in the realm of faith formation or 
fellowship for our community, email me! My virtual door is always open to 
working with people on new ideas. I think all of the staff would echo that 
in this time of virtual community. Feel free to email me at faithformation@
mountcarmelmpls.org

I look forward to gathering with you all again when it is safe.

Blessings, 
Nick Ralston 

Faith Formation Director

Faith Formation, continued from 6

COVID-19 TASK FORCE UPDATE
The COVID-19 Task Force is busy on many fronts, and information and guidance 
that Mt. Carmel needs to follow is changing quickly. Because of that, we wanted 
to let you know where to go to find the most recent updates. 

We will provide updates in the weekly announcements that come out with the 
order of worship on Sundays, in the emailed Candle and on our Facebook page. 
We will also summarize the most important updates here in the Tidings. 

Currently, the group is working simultaneously on several tasks, including 
determining the key milestones that need to be achieved in order to determine 
the date we feel we can safely return to in-person worship. We are also working 
to produce a finalized preparedness plan that we will follow to keep worship 
and other activities in the building safe. One team is working to plan an outdoor 
worship service, while another group is planning the best traffic flow in the 
building to help keep everyone safely distanced on stairways, in hallways and in 
other spaces. And in the meantime, we have started using new video equipment 
to improve our worship live stream, purchased using a grant received from the 
synod. 

Others on the task force are focused on longer range concerns, including our 
financial position in the future, staff alignment, and working on our community 
partnerships to help in this time of huge community need. 

We are lacking input and representation from Mt. Carmel’s young families 
and are looking for someone to volunteer to serve on the task force to help 
us understand and respond to the needs of our younger members. If you are 
interested in joining the task force, please contact Paul Lathrop.

We appreciate your support and understanding as we navigate the challenges 
facing us as we move forward. If you have any questions about our work, please 
reach out to Pr. John or Paul Lathrop. 

TIDING 
SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES
Your information is important. 
Please follow these 
guidelines for submissions:

• All articles and images 
should be emailed to  
jenni@jennilathrop.com.

• We may not be able to 
include your images, but 
please include captions 
when you send images. We 
can also share images on 
Facebook and in weekly 
worship Powerpoint slides.

• Send all articles as Word or 
Google Doc attachments. 
Please do not send articles 
in the body of emails.

• Articles will only be run 
once unless requested.

• Short headlines are the best. 
Use subheads for longer 
articles.

• Articles will be edited for 
style  and may also be 
edited for clarity and to fit 
the available space.

Thanks! Let Jenni Lathrop 
know if you have any 
questions about the Tidings.
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Tuesday, June 9
Council members present: Tim Quinlan (president), Barb Hollister (vice 
president), Karen Matthes (secretary), Melissa Kohler, , Patrick Lathrop, 
Allison Gurney, and Dave Larson. Also present was Steve Robertson (church 
administrator), Pastor John Strommen and Diane Langer (treasurer)

• Jenni Lathrop shared the Mt. Carmel communication strategy document 
and some key points about the process for members of Mt. Carmel to 
communicate events externally as well as internally. 

• Jenni does not create content, she helps deliver content. She 
can help to strategize communication options for events, make 
communication cost-effective and provide consistency with respect 
to visual identity and voice.

• Please let Jenni know early in the planning process. 
• The Tidings deadline is the third Tuesday of the month. 

• The COVID-19 task force will meet every two weeks and will communicate 
updates in the Tidings and in the Candle. The task force includes. Paul 
Lathrop, Pr. John Strommen, Jenni Lathrop, Lynette Dubbels, Rich Feist, 
Diane Langer, Steve Robertson.

• Justin Fischer joined the staffing plan task force with Barb Hollister, 
Martha Hoppe and Lynette Dubbels. 

• Insight Listening Sessions: 36 members were interviewed, and we will 
receive a summary report to review at the July council meeting. We will be 
scheduling a council retreat meeting in August to create a plan of action 
based on the results of the listening sessions.

• Mt. Carmel will be distributing food and supplies in North Minneapolis 
on Thursdays from noon to 3:30. Pastor is coordinating with other NE 
churches in this effort.

• The Friday food distribution at Mt. Carmel will stop primarily because the 
number of people picking up has dwindled and to move our efforts to the 
North Minneapolis initiative. 

• Steve provided a breakdown report of our church membership
• A new telephone system is being installed which includes a new voice 

mail system. 
• Small business paycheck protection program loan (PPP) update: changes 

have been made to allow paying some expenses beyond payroll, and the 
length of time for using funds has been extended. 

• Mt. Carmel budget update: the small business paycheck protection 
program loan (PPP) has helped keep our budget stable. Even without the 
loan, we are tracking better than last year at this time.

SOFTBALL BEGINS JULY 14
Adult co-ed softball will begin the 2020 season on Tuesday, July 14. Games are 
played at New Brighton parks, times and schedules to be determined (games 
are between 6-10 p.m.). If you are over 18 and would like to play, contact Diane 
Langer at 612-718-4229 or ddl2@aol.com.

2020  
MT. CARMEL 
COUNCIL
Tim Quinlan, President
Barb Hollister, Vice President
Karen Matthes, Secretary
Allison Gurney
Melissa Kohler
Dave Larson
Patrick Lathrop

COUNCIL MINUTES

GIFTS RECEIVED
FUNERAL COMMITTEE 
FUND
In memory of Dale Thorsen: 
LuAnn Swanson 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
FUND, SPECIAL MUSIC/
INSTRUMENTAL FUND 
FACILITIES FUND (FOR 
OFFICE TECHNOLOGY 
SUPPORT), ALTAR 
GUILD, EASTER 
OFFERING
In honor and memory of my 
loving brother David Grider 
who passed to glory Feb. 18: 
Charles Grider

MT. CARMEL 
FOUNDATION 
In honor and memory of my 
loving brother David Grider 
who passed to glory Feb 18: 
Charles Grider
In memory of Dale Thorsen: 
Cheryl & Rick Sundly



www.mtcarmel.net  |  9 

FORGET- 
ME-NOT
Birthday greetings to each 
of the members listed below 
who will reach or surpass the 
80th milestone in this month. 
We pray that God bless you 
on your special day and in 
the year to come.

July 9—Marlene Brown, Jane 
Hagstrom

July 16—Barb Thorsen

July 21—Tom Belawski

July 27—Jennie Porter

It is the policy of Mt. Carmel 
Lutheran Church to not 
publish the phone numbers 
and addresses of members. 
If you wish to call or send 
a card to these individuals, 
please refer to your church 
directory or call the office.

NEW TELEPHONE SYSTEM
Mt. Carmel has recently replaced our over 20 years old telephone system with a 
new digital phone system. We also installed new phone wiring and added a new 
digital door opener for the front door. 

What does this investment mean for our church members and community? 

• The automated attendant that answers the phone will screen out spam 
and robo callers (about 30-40% of our call volume). All callers will now 
need to enter a number response to reach the church office, Child Care 
Center or the extension of the staff member they are trying to reach. 
There is a staff directory on the system if you do not know the extension.

• Incoming callers can now dial directly to all our church staff members and 
leave a voice mail for that staff member if they are unavailable to take your 
call.

• All voice mails are delivered simultaneously by email to each staff 
member allowing them to receive voice mails even when they are out of 
the office. Director of Faith Formation Nick Ralston and Director of Music 
Ruth Bills have their own direct telephone extensions and will receive 
your voice mail.

• The Child Care Center staff can now open the front door for visitors 
without leaving the preschool classroom and from the Child Care Center’s 
Executive Director Brenda Wetzel’s office.

• Internally, the new wiring should make our calls sound cleaner with less 
interference.

While we were running cables through 
the building, we also provided wiring 
for extending the video monitors for 
the front door into the pre-school room 
and the child care director’s office and 
extended the wiring for our internet 
access and wi-fi capabilities throughout 
the building.

We hope that this new telephone 
system will enhance the 
communications with our staff for our 
church members and larger community. 
If you have questions, please contact 
Church Administrator Steve Robertson 
at extension 101.

Please note that with our new telephone system, you do need to dial 9 to get an 
outside line to originate a telephone call from a church phone.

CHURCH DIRECTORY COMING SOON
The church will be publishing an updated church directory soon and making it 
available to all church members. If you have any concerns about including your 
name and contact information (including cell phone and email address) or if 
you have concerns that your information may not be up-to-date, please contact 
Steve Robertson in the church office.

NEW STAFF 
EXTENSIONS
Pr. John Strommen—Ext. 103
Steve Robertson/Church 
Office—Ext. 101
Steve Panning—Ext. 104
Ruth Bills—Ext. 120
Nick Ralston—Ext. 121
Brenda Wetzel—Ext. 107

THOUGHTS ON 
FAITH AND LIFE
Join Pastor John on the Mt. 
Carmel Facebook page every 
Wednesday for a time of 
spiritual reflection live at noon 
on Facebook (you don’t need 
a Facebook account to watch) 
or watch the video at any time.

Are there topics you 
would like Pastor John to 
focus on or dig deeper 
into? Email pastorjohn@
mountcarmelmpls.org to 
share your thoughts.
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Mt. Carmel 
Lutheran Church
During this season of COVID-19, the 
church building is closed. But our 
faith community is always open. 

Pastor
John Strommen

Office hours
M  8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
T-F  8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Sunday worship
10 a.m. —Facebook Live at  
facebook.com/MountCarmelMpls

Mt. Carmel Child Care
Brenda Wetzel, Director  
612-781-2798

Mission: Learn, live  
and share God’s Word

612-781-2796 office@mountcarmelmpls.org www.mtcarmel.net /MountCarmelMpls

Join the Mt. Carmel faith community for worship on 
Facebook Live, Sunday mornings, 10 a.m.
To access the worship online, go to the Mt. Carmel Facebook video page 
at facebook.com/pg/MountCarmelMpls/live anytime after worship is 
scheduled to begin. Select the video with the red “LIVE” tag to start 
watching. You do not have to have a Facebook account to watch the worship 
service. Videos are available to watch at any time after the live event.

For more on worshiping with us using Facebook Live, visit mountcarmelmpls.
org/watching-worship-on-sunday-mornings.

WORSHIP 
WITH US 
ONLINE


