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This Week at Home  
Monday, May 6 
Take your place 
Jesus predicts a dark future for his followers when he says, 
“They will expel you from the synagogues; in fact, the hour is 
coming when everyone who kills you will think he is offering 
worship to God.” Preceding that reading is a psalm of 
thanksgiving, directing that we remember that we belong to 
God. “We are his people, the flock he shepherds,” the psalm 
proclaims. Dispositions of trust and gratitude may have 
allowed Lydia, the dealer of cloth in Acts, to open her heart to 
preaching, seek baptism, and invite the disciples into her 
home. Today’s readings: Acts 16:11–15; Psalm 149:1–9; John 
15:26—16:4. 
 
Tuesday, May 7 
Ready your hearts 
It is not surprising that the disciples grieve upon hearing that 
Jesus is leaving them. After all, they had spent years with 
Jesus, witnessing his preaching and healing. Since they had 
not yet experienced the Spirit, it might have been little comfort 
when Jesus explained, “For if I do not go, the Advocate will 
not come to you.” The gospel today refers to the Spirit as the 
Advocate, and in the Nicene Creed, the Spirit is called “the 
Lord, the giver of life.” How does the Holy Spirit instill life in 
the Church? Today’s readings: Acts 16:22–34; Psalm 138:1–8; 
John 16:5–11. 
 
Wednesday, May 8 
Go into the world 
Paul and the other disciples acted as a Church on mission, 
traveling to spread the Good News. In today’s reading from 
Acts, aul tells the Athenians that God “gives life and breath 
and everything.” As Paul preaches, he yields to the Spirit, who 

Jesus says in the Gospel will “guide you to all truth.” This 
Easter season pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance. Today’s 
readings: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Psalm 148:1–2, 11–14; John 
16:12–15. 
 
Thursday, May 9 
Ascension of the Lord 
In today’s gospel, we hear of God’s yearning for all to be 
saved. Each baptized person has the same mission as the first 
disciples to proclaim the Gospel. Have you considered that 
doing so is part of your baptismal responsibility? Acts 1:1–11; 
Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9; Ephesians 1:17–23; Mark 16:15–20. 
 
Friday, May 10 
Focus on the joy 
Jesus likens the pain and suffering of the disciples to that of a 
woman in labor. Once the child is born, joy erases the pain. As 
the disciples anticipate Jesus’ departure, they are in pain; 
however, when they meet the Lord again, their joy will be 
eternal. As we hear today, no one will take that joy from them. 
Today’s readings: Acts 18:9–18; Ps 47:2–7; John 16:20–23. 
 
Saturday, May 11 
For your joy to be complete 
“Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete,” 
Jesus tells the disciples. Usually, people request things that 
they think will bring them happiness, and sometimes only 
fleeting happiness. But Jesus points out that what the Father 
gives will bring joy. How has God been present during the 
joys in your life? What does it mean for your joy to be 
complete? Today’s reading: Acts 18:23–28; Psalm 47:2– 10; 
John 16:23b–28. 
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