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LARGE PRINT EDITION 
 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Sunday 
July 14, 2024 + 9:30 am 

The death of John the baptizer 
Learn Live and Share God’s Word 

 

Christ the plumb line shows us the depth of God’s love 
When Amos told what he saw when God held up the plumb line of justice next 
to Israel—that the poor were being trampled—he was a threat to the power of 
priests and king. John the Baptizer also spoke truth to power, and Herod had 
him beheaded. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we 
may hear hope for the oppressed: that all the prophets killed through the ages 
are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them. 
 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE 

“Shout to the Lord”  arr. Darlene Zschech 
 

 

At the sound of the bell please stand if you are able. 
 

GATHERING DIALOG 
A Blessed be God who calls us together. 
C Praise be God who makes us one people. 

 

A Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin. 
C Praise to God who gives hope and freedom. 
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A Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed. 
C Praise to God who is revealed as love. 

 

A Blessed be God who alone has called us. 
C We offer all that we are, and all that we shall become. 

 

A Receive, O God, our sacrifice of thanks and praise. 
C Accept our thanks for all you have done. 

Our hands were empty, and you filled them. 
 
GATHERING SONG  (hymn) ELW 822 

“O Sing to the Lord”  stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5 
 

ENGLISH 
1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

2 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

5 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
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SPANISH 
1 Cantad al Señor un cántico nuevo. 
 Cantad al Señor un cántico nuevo. 
 Cantad al Señor un cántico nuevo. 
 ¡Cantad al Señor, cantad al Señor! 

Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English 
Spanish and English text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 
GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER 
P Grace to you and peace from God our Creator,  

the love at our beginning and without end,  
in our midst and with us. 

C God is with us, here we find new life.  
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the 
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the 
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The presider continues with words of welcome. 
 
 

Word 
 
CHILDREN’S WORD 

Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children. 
 
FIRST READING   
 The sign of the plumb line  Amos 7:7–15 
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Amos was not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, 
he was an ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to 
speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos 
conflicted with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encountered at 
Bethel. 
 

This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the LORD was standing beside a 
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the 
LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” 
Then the LORD said, 
“See, I am setting a plumb line 
in the midst of my people Israel; 
I will never again pass them by; 
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”  
 

10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house 
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has 
said, 
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.’“ 
 

12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of 
Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
kingdom.”  
 

14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; 
but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the LORD 
took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel.’” 
 

Praise to Christ the Word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 85:8–13 ICEL 
 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying. (85:8) 

 

A I listen to God speaking: 
C “I, the Lord, speak peace, 

peace to my faithful people 
who turn their hearts to me.” 
 

A Love and fidelity embrace,  
peace and justice kiss. 

C Fidelity sprouts from the earth,  
justice leans down from heaven. 
 

A The Lord pours out riches, our land springs to life. 
Justice clears God’s path, justice points the way. 

C Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord; 
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
both now and forever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING  
 Chosen to live in praise of God  Ephesians 1:3–14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and 
earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s 
children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as 
he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved.  
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7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us.  
 

With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with 
the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 
 

Praise to Christ the Word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  setting 4; ELW page 151 

The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing:  
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL 
 The death of John the baptizer  Mark 6:14–29 

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of 
John the Baptizer’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also 
suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation. 
 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had 
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised 
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 
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15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one 
of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, 
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
 

17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and 
put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 
because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and 
he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and 
yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on 
his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the 
leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me 
for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to 
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 
24She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She 
replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back 
to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.”  
 

26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a 
soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it 
to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (hymn) ELW 717 
“Let Justice Flow Like Streams” 
 

1 Let justice flow like streams 
 of sparkling water, pure, 
 enabling growth, refreshing life, 
 abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 

2 Let righteousness roll on 
 as others' cares we heed, 
 an ever-flowing stream of faith 
 translated into deed. 
 

3 So may God's plumb line, straight, 
 define our measure true, 
 and justice, right, and peace pervade 
 this world our whole life through. 

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press  

 
STATEMENT OF FAITH   (Maori, New Zealand)  
A Let us together proclaim the faith that we share with  

Christians around the world, using words of a Maori creed... 
C You, O God, are supreme and holy, 

You create our world and give us life, 
your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. You are God. 
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous,  
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved your love for us  
in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. You are God. 
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You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
 

You are our God. We worship you. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need. 
each petition concludes: 
…Hear our prayer, O God of grace, 

C Your mercy endures forever. 
 

finally: 
P Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to  

you. Hear the prayers of your people. 
C Grant that what we have asked in faith  

we may by your grace receive;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Meal 
 
PEACE   
P Blessed be Christ the Prince of Peace, 
C who breaks down the walls that divide. 
 

P May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
C May the word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

 

The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

OFFERING 
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When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is 
gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Please leave your offerings in the baskets in the aisles or give online. During 
this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the 
chancel. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 
 

Presentation of the Gifts 
 

Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray together.  
C Blessed are you, God of all creation;  

through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.  
Blessed be God forever. Amen.  

 

The assisting minister pours out the wine.  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord is here. 
C God’s spirit is with us. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C it is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P …we give you thanks and sing:  
setting 4, ELW p. 153 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving, concluding: 
 

Lord’s Prayer (1789) 
P As Christ teaches we pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion  
“Lamb of God”  setting 4; ELW page 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

silence for reflection concludes the communion 
 

Prayer after Communion 
A Let us pray.  

Most loving God, creator and redeemer,  
we give you thanks for this foretaste of your glory. 

C Through Christ, and with all your saints,  
we offer ourselves and our lives to your service.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the servant,  
our friend and brother. Amen. 
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Sending 
 
BLESSING 
 

P Be strengthened with the power of God, + the love of Christ,  
and the help of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  (hymn) ELW 731 
“Earth and All Stars”  stanza. 1, 2, 5 
 

1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Oh, victory! Loud shouting army! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 

2 Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 
 

5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 
Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
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DISMISSAL 
Please face the worship leaders for the dismissal. 

A Go now to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

“Earth and All Stars”  arr. Johnson/Wold 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB118277. 

OneLicense #A-707310   CCLI Church © License # 21088208   CCLI Streaming License # 21088198  
Copyright material from ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ is used with permission. 

 
 

 
Serving Today 

 

 
Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding 

Linda Jones, assisting minister 
Leona Olson, reader 

Ruth Bills, director of music & worship 
Jubilate Bells, summer music 

Erik Ruser and Matti Gurney, technology desk 
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild 

Rick Sundly and Dick Jacobson, ushers  
Doug Jones, bus ministry  
Tessa Gurney, coffee host 

 

Chancel flowers this weekend are given by Brian and Jodi Wirth 
in memory of Glenn. 

If you wish to donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office. 
 

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lower-level following worship. 
 

This service is being streamed live on the internet. 
 

The language of our worship this summer  
is based on language in the New Zealand Prayer Book. 
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 

Contact the coordinator below if you can help to accomplish these tasks: 
 

OPPORTUNITY COORDINATOR DUE 
Water the butterfly 
garden 

Dave Olson Summer opportunity 

Summer coffee hosts Karen Moeller Sign up downstairs 
Salty Carmel hosts Pastor C Sign up in narthex 
MCCC Board secretary Brenda W; C Pudney open position 
Bread of Christ month 
Bread bakers / buyers 

Office July 28 - Aug 25 

Bread of Christ month 
Readers: dramatized 
scripture readings 

Office July 28 - Aug 25 

 

 
Welcome 

 

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of 
God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift 
compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast 
Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly 
celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to 
follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith 
practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality. 
 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If 
you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-
781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org  
 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and 
activity bags are available outside the sanctuary.  
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at 
the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions 
in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and 

mailto:pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org
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wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility 
accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in 
one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol 
presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most 
liturgies from most communion stations. 
 

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to 
receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, 
hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information 
card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you. 
 

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected 
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot 
in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a 
connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. 
If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. 
Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to 
join. 

 

Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate 
online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click 
on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people 
like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org
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