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LARGE PRINT EDITION 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Blessing of justice vocations  

& blessing of animals 
 

October 6, 2024 + 9:30 am 
Teaching on marriage  

Learn Live and Share God’s Word 
 

The faithful spouse gives himself as food and drink 
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with 
a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections 
of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke 
of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. 
What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 
 
 

Gathering 
 
GATHERING MUSIC  Haugen/Wojtkiewiecz 

“All Are Welcome / Rise, Shine You People” 

 

At the sound of the bell please stand if you are able. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
A Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with  

God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created  
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us in your image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In 
the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and 
you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At 
the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and today 
you shower us again with the water of life. 
  

A We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water  
in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
Here local bodies of water may be named. 
 

P Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.  
Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  (hymn) ELW 641 

“All Are Welcome”  stanzas 1, 3, 5 
 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
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where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 

 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  (hymn) ELW 531 

“The Feast is Ready” 
 

1 The trumpets sound, the angels sing. 
the feast is ready to begin. 
The gates of heav’n are open wide, 
and Jesus welcomes you inside. 

 

REFRAIN 
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 
Come and revel in heaven's love and light. 
Take your place at the table of the King. 
The feast is ready to begin; 
The feast is ready to begin. 
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2 Tables are laden with good things; 
oh, taste the peace and joy he brings. 
He'll fill you up with love divine, 
he'll turn your water into wine. REFRAIN 

 

3 The hungry heart he satisfies, 
offers the poor his paradise. 
Now hear all heav’n and earth applaud 
the amazing goodness of the Lord. REFRAIN 

Text & music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 
© 1989 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 

 
GATHERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving 
community with one another. Form us for life that is faithful 
and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we 
may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The presider continues with words of welcome. 
 
 

Word 
 
CHILDREN’S WORD – BLESSING OF ANIMALS 

Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children. 
 
FIRST READING 
 Created for relationship  Genesis 2:18-24 

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in 
relationship. Out of love for humanity, God creates them male and female, to 
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provide companionship for each other and to become with each other “one 
flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman). 
 

The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God 
formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 
called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to 
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but 
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.  
 

21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he 
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 
22And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a 
woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, 
 “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
 this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 
 

24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, 
and they become one flesh. 
 

Learn, live and share God’s word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 8 ICEL 
 Infants and stars and all creation sing praise. (8:2) 

 

C Lord our God,  
the whole world tells the greatness of your name.  

1 Your glory reaches beyond the stars.  
2 Even the babble of infants declares your strength,  
 your power to halt the enemy and avenger.  
1 I see your handiwork in the heavens:  
2 the moon and the stars you set in place.  
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C Lord our God,  
the whole world tells the greatness of your name.  

 

1 What is humankind that you remember them, 
2 the human race that your care for them?  
1 You treat them like gods,  
 dressing them in glory and splendor.  
2 You give them charge of the earth,  
 laying all at their feet:  
1 cattle and sheep, wild beasts,  
 birds of the sky, fish of the sea,  
2 every swimming creature. 
C Lord our God,  

the whole world tells the greatness of your name.  
 

A Even the babble of infants declares your strength! 
C Give praise to the Father Almighty;  

to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord; 
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts;  
both now and forever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING  
 God has spoken by a Son  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the 
one through whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is 
also the one who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the 
path of salvation for us. 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 
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made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 

2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are 
speaking, to angels. 6But someone has testified somewhere, 
 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
 or mortals, that you care for them? 
 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
 you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
 8subjecting all things under their feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their 
control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, 9but 
we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 
now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, 
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 

Learn, live and share God’s word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW hymn #172 

The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing:  
C Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
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GOSPEL 
 Teaching on marriage  Mark 10:2-16 

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising 
activity. These two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women and children 
are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men. 
 

The gospel according to Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses 
command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate 
of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of 
your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from 
the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He 
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery.” 
 

13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch 
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, 
he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; 
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (hymn) ELW 769 
“If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

 

1 If you but trust in God to guide you 
 with gentle hand through all your ways, 
 you'll find that God is there beside you 
 when crosses come, in trying days. 
 Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
 build on the rock that will not move. 

 

2 What gain is there in anxious weeping, 
 in helpless anger and distress? 
 If you are in your Savior's keeping, 
 in sorrow will he love you less? 
 For Christ who took for you a cross 
 will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 

 

3 The Lord our restless hearts is holding, 
 in peace and quietness content. 
 We rest in God's good will unfolding, 
 what wisdom from on high has sent. 
 God, who has chosen us by grace, 
 knows very well the fears we face. 

 

4 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
 offer your service faithfully. 
 Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
 you'll find this promise true to be. 
 This is our confidence indeed:  
 God never fails in time of need. 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite 
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
A Let us proclaim the faith that we share. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
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  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF LEGAL & JUSTICE PROFESSIONS 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need. 
each petition concludes: 
…Hear us, O God, 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

finally: 
P …through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Meal 
 
PEACE  



 11 

P The peace of Christ be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 

The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

OFFERING 
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is 
gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Please leave your offerings in the baskets in the aisles or give online. During 
this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the 
chancel. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

“I Am Thine, O Lord”  Doane 
 

Presentation of the Gifts 
 

Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray together.  
C Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 
By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

The assisting minister pours out the wine.  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C it is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P … and join their unending hymn: 
 

 in canon, piano side begins   ELW hymn #525 
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C You are holy, you are whole.  You are always ever more  
than we ever understand.  You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near.  Blessed are you coming here  
to your church in wine and bread,  raised from soil, raised 
from dead. 
 

You are holy,  you are wholeness,  you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!  Sing hosanna in the 
highest!   
Sing hosanna!  Sing hosanna to our God! Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 

Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in w. hemisphere. 
 

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving, concluding: 
 

P …in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (1789) 
P As Christ teaches, we pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion  
“Lamb of God”  ELW hymn #195 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
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world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

silence for reflection concludes the communion 
 

Prayer after Communion 
A Let us pray.  

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us 
with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others 
and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  
and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   (hymn) ELW 839 
“Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

1 Now thank we all our God 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things has done, 
 in whom this world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers' arms, 
 has blest us on our way 
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 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us, 
 and keep us all in grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all harm 
 in this world and the next. 
 

3 All praise and thanks to God 
 the Father now be given, 
 the Son, and Spirit blest, 
 who reign in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, 
 whom earth and heav'n adore; 
 for thus it was, is now, 
 and shall be evermore. 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
DISMISSAL 

Please face the worship leaders for the dismissal. 
A Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

“Now Thank We All Our God” Rinkhart/Winkworth 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB118277. 

OneLicense #A-707310   CCLI Church © License # 21088208   CCLI Streaming License # 21088198  
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Serving Today 
 

Rev. David Olson, guest presider 
Karen Moeller, assisting minister 

Al Erickson, reader 
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship 

Jubilate Bells 
Erik Ruser, Matti Gurney, technology desk 

Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild 
Dave Samletzka, Fred Chinquist, ushers  

Al Erickson, bus ministry  
Name, coffee hosts  

Name, salty Carmel hosts 
Pastor Foy Christopherson, pastor 

 

Chancel flowers this weekend are given by LuAnn Swanson  
in memory of Deb Smith. 

If you wish to donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office. 
 

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lower-level following worship. 
 

This service is being streamed live on the internet. 
 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 
Contact the coordinator below if you can help to accomplish these tasks: 

 
 

OPPORTUNITY COORDINATOR DUE 
Volunteer at Little 
Kitchen Food Shelf 

Myrna Flatland 2nd Saturdays, October 
- April 

Selling/donating used 
church equipment 

Steve Panning Autumn 

Paint shed gables; 
wash windows; prep 
ext. doors for paint 

Steve Panning Autumn 

Stewardship Team Al Erickson October 
Undie Sunday  Audrey Erickson Sunday, Oct. 13 
Coffee hosts Karen Moeller Sign up downstairs 
Salty Carmel hosts Pastor C Sign up in narthex 
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Welcome 
 
Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which 
we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis 
as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger 
generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in 
the Word and hospitality. 
 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about 
Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org  
 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the 
sanctuary.  
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance 
of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you 
where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be 
received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. 
White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations. 
 

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with 
any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, 
indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you. 
 

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected 
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran 

Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this 
congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. 
Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join. 
 

Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website 
at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people 
like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MT. CARMEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
learn, live and share God’s word 

1701 St. Anthony Pkwy NE • Minneapolis, MN 55418 
612-781-2796 • www.mtcarmel.net 
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