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LARGE PRINT EDITION 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

September 28, 2025 + 9:30 am 
Poor Lazarus and the rich man  

God’s Love Made Real 
Come and see. Go and tell. 

 

Jesus gives himself as food for the hungry 
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” 
visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good 
stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. 
It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the 
dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed. 
 

Gathering 
 

GATHERING MUSIC 
“Gather Us In”  M. Haugen 

 

At the sound of the bell please stand and face the worship leaders. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
A Blessed be God who calls us together. Joined to Christ in the  

waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created  
us in your image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In 
the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and 
you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.  
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At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and 
today you shower us again with the water of life. 
  

A We praise you for your salvation through water,  
for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
 

P Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who  
thirst, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given 
honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG  (hymn) ELW 532 
“Gather Us In” 
 

1 1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
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 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 
 but here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
    
HYMN OF PRAISE  (hymn) ELW 694 

“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”  stanzas 1 & 3 
 

1 Sing to the Lord of harvest your songs of love and praise; 
with joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise; 
by him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move; 
sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love. 

 

3 Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave, 
the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save. 
Your hearts lay down before him when at his feet you fall, 
and with your lives adore him who gave his life for all. 

Text: John S.B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. Music: Johann Steurlein, 1546-1613 
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GATHERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troub-
led world. Feed us with your grace and grant us the treasure 
that comes only from you, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The presider continues with words of welcome. 
 
 

Word 
 
CHILDREN’S WORD 

Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children. 
 
FIRST READING 
 Warnings to the wealthy  Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

In this reading, Amos condemns the arrogance and indifference of Israel’s elitist 
leadership. The prophet presents God’s judgment using mourning language, 
suggesting that Israel has already died. 
 

Amos, the prophet, says: 
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on 
Mount Samaria, 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on 
their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; 
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise 
on instruments of music; 6who drink wine from bowls, and anoint 
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of 
Joseph! 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the 
revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 

Learn, live and share God’s word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 146 ICEL 
 The LORD gives justice to those who are oppressed. (146:6) 

 

A Praise the Lord, my heart! My whole life, give praise.  
C Let me sing to God as long as I live. 
 

A Never depend on rulers: born of earth, they cannot save.  
C They die, they turn to dust. That day, their plans crumble. 
 

A They are wise who depend on God,  
C who look to Jacob’s Lord, creator of heaven and earth,  

maker of the teeming sea. 
 

A The Lord keeps faith forever,  
C giving food to the hungry, justice to the poor,  

freedom to the captives. 
 

A The Lord opens the eyes and straightens the bent,  
C comforting widows and orphans, protecting the stranger. 
 

A The Lord loves the just  
C but blocks the path of the wicked. 
 

A Zion, praise the Lord! Your God reigns forever,  
from generation to generation. Hallelujah! 

C Give praise to the Father Almighty;  
 to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord; 

to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts;  
both now and forever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING 
 Pursuing God’s justice  1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of the 
implications this has for daily life. His priorities will be different from those of 
people who want to be rich. 
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Paul writes to Timothy: 
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 
7for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out 
of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 
9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pains. 
 

11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the 
faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for 
which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the 
right time--he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be 
honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 

17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 
God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They 
are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 

Learn, live and share God’s word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (hymn) ELW 172 

The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing: 
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 You are salt of the Earth, O people:  
 salt for the people of God. 
  Share the fire of life, O people,  
 life in the kingdom of God. 
 

 Sing Alleluia. Shine, O people.  
 Bring in the kingdom of God. 

Sing Alleluia. Shine, O people.  
Bring in the kingdom of God. 

 
 

GOSPEL 
 Poor Lazarus and the wealthy man Luke 16:19-31 

When Jesus taught that no one can serve both God and wealth, some of his 
hearers mocked him. He responded with the story of the rich man and Lazarus. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said: 
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger 
with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and 
lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far 
away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, 
‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to 
you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, 
‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house ― 28for I have 
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five brothers ― that he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said 
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (hymn) ACS 1062 
“Build A Longer Table” 

 

1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 
 feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 
 Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 
 Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 
 

2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 
 where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 
 For any place where justice is denied, 
 Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 
 

3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 
 Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 
 When we embrace compassion more than fear, 
 Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 
 

4 When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 
 Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 
 So must our tables welcome those who roam. 
 None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 
© 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
A Let us proclaim the faith that we share. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE VOCATION OF RECOVERY GROUPS 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need. 
 

each petition concludes: 
…Hear us, O God, 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

 
 
 



 10 

Meal 
 
PEACE  
P The peace of Christ be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 

The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

OFFERING 
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is 
gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Please leave your offerings in the baskets in the aisles or give online. During 
this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the 
chancel. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

“Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread” J. Althouse 
 

Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray together.  
C Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 
By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

 
The assisting minister pours out the wine. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

P …and join their unending hymn: 
  in canon, piano side begins   ELW hymn #525 

C You are holy, you are whole.  You are always ever more  
than we ever understand.  You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near.  Blessed are you coming here  
to your church in wine and bread,   
raised from soil, raised from dead. 
 

You are holy,  you are wholeness,  you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!  Sing hosanna in the 
highest!  Sing hosanna!  Sing hosanna to our God! Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 

Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in w. hemisphere. 
 

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving, concluding: 
 

Lord’s Prayer (1789) 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion  
“Lamb of God”  D.C. Isele 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
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have mercy on us. Bread of life, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world, Grant us peace. 
 

silence for reflection concludes the communion 
 

Prayer after Communion 
A Let us pray.  

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us 
with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others 
and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   (hymn) ELW 723 

“Canticle of the Turning” 
 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
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Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 

 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

 

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

 

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Canticle of the Turning”  arr. J. Helgen 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB118277. 

OneLicense #A-707310   CCLI Church © License # 21088208   CCLI Streaming License # 21088198  
 

Serving Today 
 

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding 
Sinéad Carolan, assisting minister 

Nancy Felicetta, reader 
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship 

Sanctuary Choir 
Julie and Dave Larson, technology desk 

Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild 
Patrick Kutzer, Jim Felicetta, ushers  

Andy Benedict, bus ministry  
Name, coffee hosts  

Al Erickson, Sept. Salty Carmel team, hosts & greeters 
 

Chancel flowers this weekend are given by Kevin Ziegler  
in memory of Bonnie, Zigmund, and Nellie. 

 

Today’s webcast is sponsored by Rich and Susan Feist. 
If you wish to donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office. 

If you wish to sponsor the webcast sign up in the narthex or call the church office. 
 

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lower-level following worship. 
 

This service is being streamed live on the internet. 
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Welcome 
 

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the 
life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively 
engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the 
neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a 
multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while 
joining together with younger generations to follow where God is 
leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, 
dwelling in the Word and hospitality. 
 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  
If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact 
us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org  
 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children 
and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary.  
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome 
at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and 
instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will 
bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require 
accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion 
may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station 
if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice 
is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations. 
 

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are 
welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, 
staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or 
complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. 
Our pastor will contact you. 
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Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected 
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft 
spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a 
connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this 
congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new 
network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 
for more information or to join. 
 

Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online 
through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on 
Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous 
people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 
612-781-2796. 
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