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	HOLY COMMUNION
Past Present Promise – a call to stewardship

October 19, 2025 + 9:30 am
A widow begs for justice

	God’s Love Made Real
Come and see. Go and tell.



Christ is the persistent voice who calls to us in love
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is the encouragement of the Christ of the gospel today. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

Gathering

GATHERING MUSIC
“Nearer My God to Thee”		Mason/Henry

At the sound of the bell please stand and face the worship leaders.

GATHERING SONG		(hymn) ACS 1038
“God, We Gather as Your People”

1	God, we gather as your people to raise our song above,
	and we dare to claim the promise of your love.
	Though the day may not yet be here,
	we trust it soon will be, when your children will be free.



Refrain
	Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,
	fling the church doors open wide.
	May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside.
	For in God there is a welcome, in God we all belong.
	May that welcome be our song.

2	Oh, we sing for all the children, that one day they be free;
	and we sing for generations yet to be,
	that they never have a reason to doubt that they are blest.
	May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain

3	Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and shame,
	so afraid of who they are and whom they love.
	May the message now be banished that your love is for the few;
	may their faith in you renew.  Refrain

4	God, we're working for the future when children far and wide
	can live their lives with dignity and pride.
	As they grow in strength and stature, may they join us hand in hand,
	as against all hate we stand.  Refrain
Text: David Lohman, b. 1961
Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

“PAST PRESENT PROMISE – a call to stewardship” INTRODUCTION

HYMN OF PRAISE		(hymn) ELW 694
“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”		stanzas 1 & 3

1	Sing to the Lord of harvest your songs of love and praise;
with joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise;
by him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move;
sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love.

3	Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave,
the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down before him when at his feet you fall,
and with your lives adore him who gave his life for all.
Text: John S.B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. Music: Johann Steurlein, 1546-1613

GREETING & GATHERING PRAYER
P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you. 
P	Let us pray.
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, 
you are always ready to hear our cries. 
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. 
Inspire us to seek your enduring justice 
for all this suffering world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C	Amen.

The presider continues with words of welcome.


Word

CHILDREN’S WORD
Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children.

FIRST READING
	Jacob’s struggle with the angel		Genesis 32:22-31
Returning to the home he had fled after stealing his brother’s birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with an adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel.”

The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Learn, live and share God’s word.
C	Thanks be to God.

PSALM		Psalm 121 ICEL
	My help comes from the LORD, maker of heaven and earth. (121:2)

A	If I look to the mountains, will they come to my aid?
C	My help is in the Lord, who made earth and the heavens.

A	May God, ever wakeful, keep you from stumbling;
C	the guardian of Israel neither rests nor sleeps.

A	God shields you, a protector by your side.
C	The sun shall not harm you by day nor the moon at night

A	God shelters you from all evil, securing your life.
C	God watches over you near and far, now and always. 

A	Our help is in the Lord, who made earth and the heavens.
C	Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
	to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord;
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
both now and forever. Amen.

SECOND READING
	Christ the judge		2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5
Paul continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

Paul writes to Timothy:
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.
Learn, live and share God’s word.
C	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 		(hymn) ELW 172
The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing:
	You are salt of the Earth, O people: salt for the people of 
God. Share the fire of life, O people, life in the kingdom of God. Sing Alleluia. Shine, O people. Bring in the kingdom of God. Sing Alleluia. Shine, O people. Bring in the kingdom of God.


GOSPEL
	The widow begs for justice		Luke 18:1-8
The point of Jesus’ parable is that we are to be constant in prayer, unceasing in our appeals. If an unethical judge will ultimately grant the pleading of a persistent widow, how much more will our loving God hear those who call upon him?

[bookmark: _Hlk13563471]The holy gospel according to Luke.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus told [the disciples] a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’”

6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY		(hymn) ELW 790
“Day by Day”



1	Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
	bringing comfort to my anxious soul.
	Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
	draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal.
	Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
	brings to naught the burdens of my quest;
	Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,
	where at last I'll find eternal rest.

2	Day by day, I know you will provide me
	strength to serve and wisdom to obey;
	I will seek your loving will to guide me
	o'er the paths I struggle day by day.
	I will fear no evil of the morrow,
	I will trust in your enduring grace.
	Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow
	till in glory I behold your face.

3	Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
	when my burdens grow too great to bear;
	oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
	when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.
	Day by day, no matter what betide me,
	you will hold me ever in your hand.
	Savior, with your presence here to guide me,
	I will reach at last the promised land.
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005
© 1992 Augsburg Fortress

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A	Let us proclaim the faith that we share.
C	I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
		creator of heaven and earth. 



	I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
		who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
		born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
		was crucified, died, and was buried; 
		he descended to the dead.
		On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
		he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
		and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

	I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
		the holy catholic Church, 
		the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
		the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
		Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need.

each petition concludes:
…Hear us, O God,
C	Your mercy is great.



Meal

PEACE 
P	The peace of Christ be with you all.
C	And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.


OFFERING
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the baskets in the aisles or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“In the Light of His Glory and Grace”	Mark Shepperd

Offertory Prayer
A	Let us pray together. 
C	Blessed are you, O God,
source of every gift of your creation.
By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The assisting minister pours out the wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P	…and join their unending hymn:	ELW hymn #525
	in canon, piano side begins   
C	You are holy, you are whole.  You are always ever more 
than we ever understand.  You are always at hand.
Blessed are you coming near.  Blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread,  raised from soil, raised from dead.

You are holy,  you are wholeness,  you are present.
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!  Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna!  Sing hosanna to our God!	Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in w. hemisphere.

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving:

Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 
“Lamb of God”		D.C. Isele
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us. Bread of life, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, Grant us peace.

silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Let us pray. 
Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C	Amen.
Sending

BENEDICTION
P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C	Amen.

SENDING SONG		 (hymn) ELW 773
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

1	Precious Lord, take my hand.
lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

2	When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
when my life is almost gone,
hear my cry, hear my call,
hold my hand lest I fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

3	When the darkness appears
and the night draws near,
and the day is past and gone,
at the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey

ANNOUNCEMENTS & SERVING OPPORTUNITIES

DISMISSAL
A	Go in peace. Share the good news.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Precious Lord”		A. Dorsey
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Serving Today

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Tiffany Ruser, assisting minister
Al Erickson, reader
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Jenny Focht, flute
Sanctuary Choir 
Julie and Dave Larson, technology desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
Dave Samletzka, Rich Feist, ushers 
Al Erickson, bus ministry 
Rick and Cheryl Sundly, coffee hosts 
Rich and Susan Feist, webcast sponsor
October Salty Carmel team, hosts & greeters

Chancel flowers this weekend are given to the glory of God.
If you wish to donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office.
If you wish to sponsor the webcast sign up in the narthex or call the church office.

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lower-level following worship.

This service is being streamed live on the internet.


We’re supporting MN SNAP today

MNNESOTA'S ONLY YEAR-ROUND SPAY/NEUTER MOBILE CLINIC
218,000 surgeries    8 million unwanted pet births

Founded in 2010, MN SNAP provides high-quality, low cost spay and neuter surgeries! Through low cost spay and neuter surgeries and core vaccinations for cats and dogs MN SNAP collaborates with communities across Minnesota to increase access to affordable veterinary care. MN SNAP’s mission is accomplished via a mobile surgery clinic and a stationary clinic in North Minneapolis.

Since 2010, MN SNAP has completed more than 200,000+ surgeries in partnership with low-income families and nonprofit rescues and shelters. MN SNAP patients receive an exam before every procedure, are anesthetized and operated on using the most current surgical techniques and equipment and go home the same day.


MEMBER CHALLENGE

[image: A black and white logo with a church and a building

Description automatically generated]Two Mt. Carmel households have offered up to $10,000 in matching funds for operating budget deficit reduction contributions. Any amount you contribute over and above your faith promise/pledge for the 2025 operating budget will be matched. Label your contribution something like “matching funds” or “member challenge” so we know you are participating. Thanks to everyone for each and every faithful contribution. The congregation council is planning another fundraising event for the budget deficit in November. Do you like the energy and innovation you see at church? Let’s keep up the momentum. Help us to move into our 100th Anniversary year from a position of strength.




NOISY OFFERING FOR ANIMALS

[image: A fish and a chicken with santa hats

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
As part of our God’s Work. Our Hands. autumn of service we’ll gather an offering, noisy or quiet, for this ELCA project and as we think about October blessing of the animals.




Welcome

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.

[image: ]Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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