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	HOLY COMMUNION
Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 25, 2026 + 9:30 am
Christ revealed as a prophet

	All Are Welcome! Mt Carmel at 100 – Past Present Promise 1926 - 2026



We swim with Christ our fish in the waters of mercy
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.

Epiphany’s Revelations: Who is this Jesus?
Epiphany Mon, Jan 6, 2026	Revelation of Christ to the nations
Baptism Jan 11	Revelation of Christ as God’s servant
2 Epiphany Jan 18	Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God
3 Epiphany Jan 25	Revelation of Christ as a prophet
4 Epiphany Feb 1	 Revelation of Christ as a great preacher: Beatitudes
5 Epiphany Feb 8	Revelation of Christ as a great teacher: salt & light
Transfig Feb 15 	Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son



WE GATHER TO BEGIN THE DAY ANEW 
IN BAPTISM

GATHERING MUSIC
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”	H. Hanson
	


At the sound of the bell please stand if you are able and face the worship leaders.

ENTRANCE HYMN	in English	(hymn) ELW 817
“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”	stanzas 1, 3, 4

1	You have come down to the lakeshore
	seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,
	but only asking for me to follow.

Refrain
	Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes;
	kindly smiling, you've called out my name.
	On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
	now with you, I will seek other seas.

3	You need my hands, my exhaustion,
	working love for the rest of the weary--
	a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain

4	You who have fished other waters;
	you, the longing of souls that are yearning:
       O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain
Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Spanish and English text © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism.

P	We begin the day anew in baptism in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit….

…To you comes the worship of all your people, now and forever.
C	Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE 		(hymn) ELW 310
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”	stanzas 1 & 4


1	Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
	Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
	manifested by the star to the sages from afar,
	branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
	anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

4	Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word;
	grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
	that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany,
	and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.

P	Let us pray.
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your light and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C	Amen.

The presider continues with words of welcome.



WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD

CHILDREN’S WORD
Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children.


FIRST READING
	Light shines for those in darkness		Isaiah 9:1–4
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced defeat, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. The people in the northern parts of Israel have experienced “gloom” and “darkness” because of the destruction wrought by Assyrian military forces. To these people, the prophet

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. 
In the former time he brought into contempt
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

…Praise to Christ, the Word.
C	Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk533849120]
PSALM		Psalm 27:1, 4–9 (ICEL)
The LORD is my light and my salvation. (27:1)

A	The Lord is my saving light; whom should I fear? 
C	God is my fortress; what should I dread? 

A	One thing I ask the Lord, one thing I seek:
C	to live in the house of God every day of my life, 
caught up in God’s beauty, at prayer in God’s temple.

A	The Lord will hide me there, hide my life from attack:
C	a sheltering tent above me, a firm rock below.

A	I am now beyond reach of those who besiege me.
C	In God’s temple I will offer a joyful sacrifice, 
	I will play and sing to God.

A	O God, listen to me; be gracious, answer me. 
C	Deep within me a voice says, “Look for the face of God!”

A	So I look for your face, I beg you not to hide. 
C	Do not shut me out in anger, help me instead.
Do not abandon or desert me, my savior, my God.

A	The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
C	Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
	to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord; 
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
both now and forever. Amen. 

SECOND READING 
	An appeal for unity in the gospel		1 Corinthians 1:10–18
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ who was crucified for us. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation.

Paul writes to the church at Corinth:
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

…Praise to Christ, the Word.
C	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing: 	ELW #172
	Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
	Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.


GOSPEL
	Christ revealed as a prophet		Matthew 4:12–23
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 
13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — 
16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”

17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 

21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

The gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly repeats the ALLELUIA following the gospel reading.

	Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
	Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

SERMON


HYMN OF THE DAY		(hymn) ELW 815
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

1	I want to walk as a child of the light.
	I want to follow Jesus.
	God set the stars to give light to the world.
	The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
	In him there is no darkness at all.
	The night and the day are both alike.
	The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
	Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2	I want to see the brightness of God.
	I want to look at Jesus.
	Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
	and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain

3	I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
	I want to be with Jesus.
	When we have run with patience the race,
	we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration. xxx.

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A	… we proclaim the faith that we share.
C	I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
		creator of heaven and earth. 

	I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
		who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
		born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
		was crucified, died, and was buried; 
		he descended to the dead.
		On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
		he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
		and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
		the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
		the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
		Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need.

each petition concludes:
…in your mercy.
C	Hear our prayer. 


WE FEAST AROUND THE TABLE OF THE LORD

PEACE
P	Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. 
And his name is Prince of Peace. 
The light and peace of Christ be with you always.
C	And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.

OFFERING		African American spiritual
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the plates as they are passed, at the usher desk or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy”	arr. Hoffman/Showalter
Karen Moeller, handbells


Presentation of the Gifts 

Offertory Prayer
A	Let us pray together. 
C	Merciful God,  receive the gifts we bring,
ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body,
shining with the light of your justice and mercy;
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The assisting minister pours out the wine. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P	…and join their unending hymn:		(ELW setting 10 p. 207)
C	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving, concluding:

Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 
“Lamb of God”		ELW setting 10 p. 208

C	O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.


silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Let us pray. 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the presence of Christ. Use us as beacons of light and bearers of Christ’s love for the sake of the whole world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C	Amen.


WE ARE SENT TO BE 
GOD’S LOVE MADE REAL

BLESSING 
P	May the love of Jesus Christ, the light of the world, 
fill your hearts and illumine your path.

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.
C	Amen.

SENDING HYMN		(hymn) ELW 841
	“Lift Every Voice and Sing”

1	Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring,
	ring with the harmonies of liberty.
	Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies,
	let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
	Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
	sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
	facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
	let us march on till victory is won.

2	Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod,
	felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
	yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
	come to the place for which our parents sighed?
	We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
	we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
	out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
	where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.


3	God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
	thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
	thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,
	keep us forever in the path, we pray.
	Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
	lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
	shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand,
	true to our God, true to our native land.
Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SERVING OPPORTUNITIES

DISMISSAL
Please face the worship leaders for the dismissal.
A	Go in peace. Christ is your light.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Listen, God Is Calling”		arr. A. Krentz Organ
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SERVING TODAY

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Sinéad Carolan, assisting minister
Leona Olson, reader
Karen Moeller, bells
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Oliver West, Anna Matthes, tech desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
_____, confirmation sacristan 
Al Erickson, Jim Felicetta, Steve Ristuben, ushers 
Matti Gurney, bus ministry 
Benedict family, coffee hosts

Chancel flowers this weekend are given by Diane Langer 
in memory of Doug Davis.
If you wish to donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office.
If you wish to sponsor a webcast sign up in the narthex or call the church office.

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lower-level following worship.

This service is being streamed live on the internet.
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WELCOME

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.

[image: ]Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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