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	HOLY COMMUNION
Passion Sunday 
with procession with palms

March 29, 2026 + 9:30 am
The passion and death of Jesus
Founder’s Day – 100th Anniversary

	All Are Welcome! Mt Carmel at 100 – Past Present Promise 1926 - 2026



[bookmark: _Hlk4587250]Christ is our tree of life where we find shelter and rest
[bookmark: _Hlk4589139]Since the beginning of Lent the church has been preparing to celebrate Christ’s passover from death to life by fasting from self-indulgence, prayer, and works of love. Today, in union with Christians around the world, we mark Jesus’ triumphant entry into the holy city of Jerusalem to complete the work of our redemption by his suffering, death, and resurrection. In faith and with devotion we follow in his footsteps as we enter the church, our Jerusalem, acclaiming him as king the one whose throne was the cross. 

In our actions today we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.



GATHERING
Procession with Palms

Weather permitting, the assembly may gather outside of the usual worship space. The presider welcomes and instructs the assembly in the procession with palms. Children are invited forward to lead the procession. 

WELCOME AND BLESSING		repeated three times
The assembly raises their palm branches.
P	Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C	Hosanna in the highest!  

GOSPEL
Jesus enters Jerusalem		Matthew 21:1-22
Matthew records Jesus’ triumphant entry into the holy city of Jerusalem to complete the work of our redemption by his suffering, death, and resurrection. In lives of faith and devotion we follow in his footsteps, taking up the cross of the one who has saved us. 

P	The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5”Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
C	“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The gospel of the Lord.
C:	Praise to you O Christ.

CHILDREN’S HOSANNA 	“Hosanna, Hosanna”	(Life Songs #47)
	Then the children prepare to lead the procession.

BLESSING OF PALMS 
P	The Lord be with you. 
C	And also with you. 

P	Let us pray 
We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and King by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless all who carry palm branches in this city on this day. Grant us grace to follow him in the way of the cross, so that, dying and rising with him, we enter into your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  	C  Amen.

P	Let us go forth in peace,
C	in the name of Christ. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
The hymn begins as the assembly enters the sanctuary. 
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”		(hymn) ELW 344

Refrain: 
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1	You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son, 
now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One.  [Refrain] 

2	The company of angels are praising you on high; 
creation and all mortals in chorus make reply.  [Refrain] 

3	The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.  [Refrain] 

4	To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  [Refrain] 

5	Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 
great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King.  [Refrain] 

The assembly raises their palm branches. 
P	Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C	Hosanna in the highest. 

GREETING 
P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.

100th ANNIVERSARY BLESSING ON FOUNDERS DAY
HYMN OF PRAISE 	“The King of Glory”	Lloyd Larson
The assembly joins in: 
C	Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our redeemer, The Lord of heav’n, our king.
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 
And in his blissful presence eternally rejoice!
The choir concludes the hymn. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P	O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of 
your Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.


WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

FIRST READING 
	The servant of the Lord submits to suffering 	Isaiah 50:4–9a
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, even though he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens —  wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.
6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.

7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk533849120]
SECOND READING 
	Humbled to the point of death on a cross	Philippians 2:5–11
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ.

Paul writes to the church at Philippi:
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross.

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	Joel 2:13
The assembly welcomes the gospel, singing:	(ELW setting 3, p. 142)
C	Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL		see Passion insert
The passion and death of Jesus		Matthew 27:11-54 (shorter option)
In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God. We’ve selected the shorter passion reading in consideration of our 100th anniversary celebration today. Read the full passion this week at Matthew 26:14—27:66.

P	The passion of our Lord Jesus according to Matthew.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

see Passion insert

The gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY		(hymn) ELW 336
“Lamb of God”

1	Your only Son, no sin to hide 
But you have sent Him, from your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod,  
And to become the Lamb of God. 



Refrain: 
Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God, 
I love the Holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious blood, 
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

2	Your Gift of Love, they crucified. 
They laughed and scorned him as he died 
The humble king, they named a fraud,  
And sacrificed the Lamb of God.  [Refrain] 

3	I was so lost, I should have died, 
But you have brought me to your side 
To be led by your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God. [Refrain]
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958; © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

each petition concludes:
…hear us O God.
C	Your mercy is great. 


MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

PEACE
P	In Jesus Christ God has made peace with us.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C	And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.


OFFERING
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the baskets in the aisles or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“My Song is Love Unknown”		arr. Edwin T. Childs

Offertory Procession/Prayer		(ELW hymn #188)
C	Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit.

The assisting minister pours out the wine. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving, concluding: 

Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 
“Lamb of God”		setting 3; page 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Generous and merciful one, you have shared your feast with 
us and made us new for 100 years. Send us now into Holy Week and beyond to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified and risen one, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C	Amen.


SENDING
We are sent to be God’s hands in the world

BLESSING 
P 	Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
With all your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength.
Keep these words in your heart as you walk the way of Lent.

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.
C	Amen.

SENDING HYMN		(hymn) ELW 346
“Ride On, Ride on in Majesty!”

1	Ride on, ride on in majesty! Hear all the tribes hosanna cry;
	O Savior meek, your road pursue,
	with palms and scattered garments strewed.

2	Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die.
	O Christ, your triumphs now begin
	o'er captive death and conquered sin.

3	Ride on, ride on in majesty! The hosts of angels in the sky
	look down with sad and wond'ring eyes
	to see the approaching sacrifice.

4	Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die,
	bow your meek head to mortal pain,
	then take, O Christ, your pow'r and reign!
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791-1868, alt.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SERVING OPPORTUNITIES

DISMISSAL
Please face the worship leaders for the dismissal.
A	Marked with the cross of Christ, 
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Ride On, Ride on in Majesty”		 arr. Milmann/George
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JOIN US FOR A 100th ANNIVERSARY BRUNCH 
after worship today.



SERVING TODAY

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Dave Olson, assisting minister
Nancy Felicetta, reader
Lory Dubbels, Karen Moeller, Roger Peterson, passion readers
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Sanctuary Choir
Dave and Julie Larson, technology desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
Dave Samletzka, Barb Hollister, ushers 
Andy Benedict, bus ministry 
100th Anniversary team, brunch hosts

Palms this weekend are given by Kay McReavy and Washburn-McReavy.
Chancel flowers this weekend are given by Bob and Barb Hollister 
in honor of their 49th anniversary. 
If you wish to donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office.

Please join us for a Palm Sunday brunch in the lower level following worship.
The brunch is sponsored by the anniversary team. No reservations are required.

This service is being streamed live on the internet.


Pilgrims, Palms, Processions

Today is Passion/Palm Sunday, and we meet outside of our normal place of worship. We will ask God’s blessing on all who carry palm branches. Then like the children of Jerusalem we will walk and sing in procession. We walk behind the cross to our holy table — Jerusalem in our own neighborhood. We will hear about how Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph, and about his passion and death. This gospel that we have been listening to all year long now has been leading us to this journey to Jerusalem, this procession to the supper table, the cross and the tomb.

We hear the story of Jesus’ passion, read out by an ensemble of readers, each taking a part. We take the part of the crowd, so eager to welcome the conquering hero, so quickly turning its back on him.

When we accept the palm branches today, we promise to live as pilgrims, to move through this life with and to Jesus. Like the Israelites in the desert, we are only passing through. Like Christ himself, we go about carrying good news, even when we walk the way of tears.
Adapted © 2001 LTP, Chicago; Used with permission.


THE GREAT THREE DAYS
Holy Week – What three days?
Each and every Sunday morning the church celebrates the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. On several key days at the center of the church year, however, worship takes a particular shape. These central days have come to be known as the Three Days, recalling Jesus’ own words to his disciples that we would be handed over to death, and that “after three days he will rise again” (Mark 10:34). The Three Days encompass the time from Maundy Thursday evening through the evening of Easter Day. The services – or more accurately, service – of these days unfolds as a single movement. The shape of this single liturgy which continues over a period of days, parallels the passion events in Jerusalem, with significant periods of time spent in recess to attend to individual prayer and the tasks of daily life. With those tasks completed, the community reassembles to continue its Three Days celebration.

Maundy Thursday
7 pm April 2 Maundy Thursday
 Holy Communion worship service
Includes commemorating the first Lord’s Supper, corporate and individual absolution/forgiveness, and foot or hand washing (optional).
The Great Three Days begin Thursday as Lenten discipline concludes with Maundy Thursday worship at 7 pm. The story of Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper begins this festival week and individual absolution this day concludes Lent.

Good Friday
7 pm April 3 Good Friday
Prayer around the Cross worship service
Includes a contemplative reading of the passion from John, prayer for the world, & prayer around the cross with optional participation in votive candle lighting
Good Friday worship at 7pm 
Prayer around the Cross (Adoration of the Crucified) continues the journey through the Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. At the heart of this service is the passion reading according to John, which celebrates Christ’s triumph of the cross. As Jesus draws all people to himself, we pray for the whole world for which Christ died. Finally, we honor the cross as the sign of forgiveness, healing, and salvation. With all God’s people we are invited to bow before this mystery of faith. Christ has died, so that we may live. We’ll gather around the same cross we’ve prayed around on Wednesday evenings through Lent.

Easter 2026
Fifty days of Go and Tell: We proclaim the Lord’s resurrection. God has acted! Jesus Christ is raised from the dead. Easter is not one day, but fifty. For fifty days, a week of weeks – 7 times 7 – our Alleluias proclaim the resurrection. Fifty days for telling. “You are witnesses…” “Go and tell…” Share the good news with all who will listen: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Processions, Easter melodies, and more will accompany our Alleluias. 


WELCOME

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.





Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.

[image: ]Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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PASSION ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
Shorter Reading
In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God. Read the full passion this week at Matthew 26:14—27:66.

	The passion and death of Jesus		Matthew 27:11-54
					or Matthew 26:14 – 27:66

	After a brief introduction, the assembly joins in the gospel reading.

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.


[When] Jesus stood before the governor; …the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” 

C	“Barabbas.”

22“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 

C	“Let him be crucified!” 

23“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

C	“Let him be crucified!”

24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, 

C	“His blood be on us and on our children!” 

26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 

C	“Hail, King of the Jews!”

30They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, 

C	“You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 

41In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 

C	42”He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of 
Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’”

44The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 

C	“This man is calling for Elijah.” 

48At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, 

C	“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 


The assembly stands.
50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 

C 	“Truly this man was God’s Son!”

The gospel of the Lord.
	C Praise to you, O Christ.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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