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	HOLY COMMUNION

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026 + 9:30 am
Christ the shepherd
“Good Shepherd Sunday”

	Come and See!
All Are Welcome! Mt Carmel at 100 – Past Present Promise 1926 - 2026



Christ the shepherd guards his sheep from thieves
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us in the midst of the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.
  
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together on the first day of the week, 
the day of resurrection.

PRELUDE
“Christ Is Alive, Let Christians Sing”	arr. J. Linker


At the sound of the bell please stand and face the worship leaders.

EASTER PROCLAMATION		repeated three times
P	Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!


PROCESSIONAL HYMN		(hymn) ELW 807
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Children are invited to join the procession.

1	Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
	tune my heart to sing thy grace;
	streams of mercy, never ceasing,
	call for songs of loudest praise.
	While the hope of endless glory
	fills my heart with joy and love,
	teach me ever to adore thee;
	may I still thy goodness prove.

2	Here I raise my Ebenezer:
	"Hither by thy help I've come";
	and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
	safely to arrive at home.
	Jesus sought me when a stranger,
	wand'ring from the fold of God;
	he, to rescue me from danger,
	interposed his precious blood.

3	Oh, to grace how great a debtor
	daily I'm constrained to be;
	let that grace now like a fetter
	bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
	Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
	prone to leave the God I love.
	Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
	seal it for thy courts above.
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.

GREETING
P	The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.


HYMN OF PRAISE TO THE RISEN CHRIST	setting 3, ELW p. 140
“This Is the Feast”
 
REFRAIN:
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. REFRAIN

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. REFRAIN

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. REFRAIN

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. REFRAIN

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P	Let us pray.
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C	Amen.

The presider continues with words of welcome.


WORD
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

CHILDREN’S WORD
	“Listen, Listen”		C. Landry
Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children.

READING FROM THE EARLY CHURCH
	The believers’ common life		Acts 2:42–47
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was outpoured on God’s people. This new community is founded on the teachings of the apostles and sustained in the breaking of the bread.

[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, Word of life.
C	Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk533849120]
PSALM PARAPHRASE & PRAYER	Psalm 23 [ICEL AT R]
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (23:1)
alternate: pulpit side, choir side; pulpit side begins:

R	The Lord is my shepherd, I need nothing more.
L	The Lord is my shepherd, 
	I need nothing more than the risen Christ.

R	You give me rest in green meadows,
L	I rest in the marvel of the creation.

R	setting me near calm waters, where you revive my spirit.
L	You revive me in the waters of baptism, 
where I travel from death to life.

R	You guide me along sure paths, you are true to your name.
Though I should walk in death’s dark valley, I fear no evil 
with you by my side,
L	In that journey I will fear nothing,
	for you are before me and beside me.

R	your shepherd’s staff to comfort me.
L	your cross is my comfort.

R	You spread a table before me as my foes look on.
L	I have a place at your table at the Lord’s Supper 
and at the heavenly banquet.

R	You soothe my head with oil; my cup is more than full.
Goodness and love will tend me every day of my life.
L	I am healed, my life is abundant and full, 
	living in your presence.

R	I will dwell in the house of the Lord as long as I live. 
L	and in the promise of the resurrection.

ALL	Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
		to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord;
		to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
	both now and forever. Amen.

A	Jesus tender shepherd, you give us new birth in the waters of 
baptism, and you nourish us at your table with heavenly food. 
Dispel the shadows of evil and death; through the darkness be near us, and lead us along safe paths. Give us your peace that we may rest securely and confidently  in your care, arms wide open, now and forever.
C	Amen.

SECOND READING
Follow the shepherd, even in suffering	1 Peter 2:19–25
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly in the midst of adversity.

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22”He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 

25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, Word of life.
C	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION & PROCESSION	tune: ELW 386
The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing: 
C	Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus gave his life for us. Rose from death victorious.
We have heard our shepherd’s voice! Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

GOSPEL
	Christ the shepherd		John 10:1–10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Good shepherds bring people to life through Jesus, but those who avoid Jesus are dangerous to the flock.

The holy gospel according to John.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus says: Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 

6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.



Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The refrain is repeated as the gospel procession reverses.	tune: ELW 386
C	Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY		(hymn) ELW 780
“Shepherd Me, O God”

Refrain
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,
beyond my fears, from death into life.

1	God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  Refrain

2	Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name.  Refrain

3	Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.  Refrain

4	You have set me a banquet of love 
in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow'r to hold.  Refrain

5	Surely your kindness and mercy follow me 
all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore.  Refrain
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23 © 1986 GIA, Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 	   (adapted: “I put my trust in…)
A	With the whole church, let is proclaim our Easter faith.
C	I put my trust in God, the Father almighty, 
		creator of heaven and earth. 

	I put my trust in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
		who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
		born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
		was crucified, died, and was buried; 
		he descended to the dead.
		On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
		he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
		and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

	I put my trust in the Holy Spirit, 
		the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
		the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
	and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION	
each petition concludes:
God of grace,
C	hear our prayer.


MEAL
When Jesus was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.

PEACE 
P	The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C	And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share the peace of the risen Christ with one another.

OFFERING
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the plates as they are passed, at the usher desk or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“Come and Be Joyful”		A. Vivaldi

Offertory Prayer
A	Let us pray together. 
C	Risen Christ, receive these gifts, 
with our hopes, dreams, and prayers.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread, 
that our eyes may be opened 
to see your presence among us, 
and our lives filled with the new life of your resurrection. 
Amen.

The assisting minister pours out the wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	it is right to give our thanks and praise.



P	…and join their unending hymn: 	(setting 10, ELW p. 207)
C	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving:
P	…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P	…in your holy church, now and forever.
C	Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 
“Lamb of God”		setting10; ELW page 208
C	O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we pray.

silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C	Amen.

EASTER BLESSING
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. 
They told what had happened on the road and 
how he had been made to known to them in the breaking of the bread.

SENDING DIALOG
A	We have heard the holy and saving gospel 
	of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	We have celebrated with joy the Easter mysteries.

A	We have been nurtured at the holy table 
and baptized into the priesthood of Christ.
C	We offer ourselves now to the Lord of all creation
in thanksgiving for all that God has done for us.

P	Go out from this Easter assembly 
to proclaim the mighty works of the Lord.
C	Let us bear God’s creative and redeeming word 
	to all the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION
P	May the risen Christ bring you all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C	Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN		(hymn) ELW 385
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”	stanzas 1, 3, 4

1	Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
	Now is the triumph of our king!
	To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3	Praise we in songs of victory
	that love, that life, which cannot die,
	and sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4	Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
	and sing today with one accord,
	the life laid down, the life restored: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt. © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, 
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
A	Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

A	Go in peace. Share the good news.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”	Alington/Vulpius
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This service is being streamed live on the internet.


HEALING PRAYERS
Prayer and anointing for healing are offered today after worship. 
After the postlude come forward to the baptismal font where Pastor C will meet you. Whether healing of body, mind, spirit or relationship 
all are welcome to receive this Easter gift.


SERVING TODAY

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Audrey Erickson, assisting minister
Jo Alice Boatright, reader
Mt Carmel CY&F, crucifer, banners; bell tree
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Sanctuary Choir  
Anna Matthew, Dave Larson, technology desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
Bob Hollister, Patrick Kutzer, ushers 
Al Erickson, bus ministry 
Karen Moeller, coffee host

The webcast is sponsored this weekend by Bob and Barb Hollister.
The chancel flowers this weekend are given by the Wirths 
in memory of Marlene Osmondson.

If you wish to sponsor a webcast or donate flowers 
sign up in the narthex or call the church office.



Good Shepherd Sunday

“Good Shepherd Sunday” comes each year on the fourth Sunday of Easter. This Sunday gets this nickname because the favorite image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd takes pride of place. Each year the appointed Psalm for this day is Psalm 23 – “The Lord is my shepherd…” 

In our three-year cycle of Sunday Bible readings, the gospel of John unfolds this image in the readings: Year A (this year) includes the gospel story (John 10:1-10) where Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep. (The Middle Eastern shepherd slept in the gateway of the sheepfold to protect the sheep.) Next year (Year B) we read the next portion of John’s gospel (John 10:11-18) where Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd” who lays down his life for the sheep. Then, in Year C the story continues (John 10:22-33) as Jesus promises life to his sheep saying, “My sheep hear my voice. I know them and they follow me.”

The second reading also keeps the shepherd theme: Follow the shepherd, even in suffering (1 Peter 2:19-25), Jesus Christ laid down his life for us (1 John 3:15-24) and A multitude sings before the Lamb (Revelation 7:9-17) Well, the image flips from Jesus as shepherd to Jesus as lamb, but it’s close!

You may have noticed that during the whole Easter season the first reading comes not from the Old Testament as usual, but from the book of Acts, as it unfolds the story of the early Christian community in the months immediately following Jesus’ resurrection.

Favorite and familiar shepherd hymns dominate our congregational song: The King of Love My Shepherd Is; Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us; Have No Fear, Little Flock; Shepherd Me, O God; to name a few. And we often try to make this day a Holy Baptism festival and a time for healing prayers making use of the comforting and welcoming image of Jesus, tender shepherd. Jesus cares for his sheep and tenderly lays down his life for them. All belong to his sheepfold. Today is a good day to welcome them in.







WELCOME

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.

[image: ]Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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