LARGE PRINT EDITION

	[image: ]
	HOLY COMMUNION

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026 + 9:30 am
Christ the way, truth, life

	Come and See!
All Are Welcome! Mt Carmel at 100 – Past Present Promise 1926 - 2026



With Jesus our way, there is room enough for all of us
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As First Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.
  
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together on the first day of the week, 
the day of resurrection.

PRELUDE
“Christ the Redeemer”		T. Birchwood


At the sound of the bell please stand and face the worship leaders.

EASTER PROCLAMATION		repeat three times
P	Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!


PROCESSIONAL HYMN		(hymn) W&P 125
“Sing a New Song”
Children are invited to join the procession.

Refrain
	Sing a new song unto the Lord;
	let your song be sung from mountains high.
	Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia.

1	Yahweh’s people dance for joy; oh, come before the Lord,
	and praise the Lord on glad tambourines,
	and let your trumpet sound.  Refrain

2	Rise, O children, from your sleep; your Savior now has come.
	The Lord has turned your sorrow to joy,
	and filled your soul with song.  Refrain

3	Glad my soul, for I have seen the glory of the Lord.
	The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised.
	I know my Savior lives.  Refrain
Text: Daniel Schutte
© 1972, 1974 Daniel L. Schutte, admin. New Dawn Music. All rights reserved.

GREETING
P	The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE TO THE RISEN CHRIST	setting 3, ELW p. 140
“This Is the Feast”
 
REFRAIN:
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. REFRAIN

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. REFRAIN



Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. REFRAIN

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. REFRAIN

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P	Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C	Amen.

The presider continues with words of welcome.


WORD
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

CHILDREN’S WORD
Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children.

READING FROM THE EARLY CHURCH
	Martyrdom of Stephen		Acts 7:55–60
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

Luke writes: Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, Word of life.
C	Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk533849120]
PSALM		Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 [ICEL]
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (31:5)
	
A	Shelter me, Lord, save me from shame.
Let there be justice: save me!
C	Help me! Listen!
Be quick to the rescue! Be my fortress, my refuge.

A	You, my rock and fortress, prove your good name.
Guide me, lead me, free me from their trap.
C	You are my shelter; I put myself in your hands, 
knowing you will save me, Lord God of truth.

A	My life is in your hands. 
Snatch me from the enemy, ruthless in their chase.
C	Look on me with love, save your servant.  

A	Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
C	Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
	to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord;
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
both now and forever. Amen.

SECOND READING
	God’s chosen people		1 Peter 2:2–10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
	“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious;
	and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, Word of life.
C	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION & PROCESSION	tune: ELW 386
The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing: 
C	Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus gave his life for us. Rose from death victorious.
Let us follow and rejoice!  Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

GOSPEL
	Christ the way, truth, life		John 14:1–14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

The holy gospel according to John.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus says to the disciples:
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 

5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 

12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The refrain is repeated as the gospel procession reverses.	tune: ELW 386
C	Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY		(hymn) WOV 671
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”

Refrain
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord;
alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.

1	Jesus is Lord of all the earth;
holy is the king of creation. Refrain

2	Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
Jesus has died and has risen. Refrain

3	We have been crucified with Christ;
now we shall live for ever. Refrain

4	God has proclaimed the just reward: 
life for all people, alleluia. Refrain

5	Come, let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Savior. Refrain
Text: Donald Fishel, b. 1950
© Word of God Music, admin. The Copyright Co.

APOSTLES’ CREED 	   (adapted: “I put my trust in…)
A	With the whole church, let is proclaim our Easter faith.
C	I put my trust in God, the Father almighty, 
		creator of heaven and earth. 

	I put my trust in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
		who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
		born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
		was crucified, died, and was buried; 
		he descended to the dead.
		On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
		he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
		and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

	I put my trust in the Holy Spirit, 
		the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
		the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
	and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need.

each petition concludes:
God of grace,
C	hear our prayer.


MEAL
When Jesus was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.

PEACE
P	The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C	And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share the peace of the risen Christ with one another.

OFFERING
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the plates as they are passed, at the usher desk or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“O Day of Rest and Gladness”		C. Wordsworth (Jubilate Bells)

Offertory Prayer
A	Let us pray together. 
C	Risen Christ, receive these gifts, 
with our hopes, dreams, and prayers.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread, 
that our eyes may be opened 
to see your presence among us, 
and our lives filled 
with the new life of your resurrection. Amen.

The assisting minister pours out the wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	it is right to give our thanks and praise.

P	… and join their unending hymn: 	(setting 10, ELW p. 207)

C	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving:
P	…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P	…in your holy church, now and forever.
C	Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 
“Lamb of God”		setting 10; ELW page 208
C	O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we pray.

silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Let us pray. 
God of abundance, 
with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C	Amen.


EASTER BLESSING
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. 
They told what had happened on the road and 
how he had been made to known to them in the breaking of the bread.

SENDING DIALOG
A	We have heard the holy and saving gospel 
	of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	We have celebrated with joy the Easter mysteries.

A	We have been nurtured at the holy table 
and baptized into the priesthood of Christ.
C	We offer ourselves now to the Lord of all creation
in thanksgiving for all that God has done for us.

P	Go out from this Easter assembly 
to proclaim the mighty works of the Lord.
C	Let us bear God’s creative and redeeming word 
	to all the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION
P	May the risen Christ bring you all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C	Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN		(hymn) ELW 619
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”	stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5, 7

1	I know that my Redeemer lives!
	What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
	He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
	he lives, my ever-living head!

2	He lives triumphant from the grave;
	he lives eternally to save;
	he lives exalted, throned above;
	he lives to rule his church in love.

4	He lives to silence all my fears;
	he lives to wipe away my tears;
	he lives to calm my troubled heart;
	he lives all blessings to impart.

5	He lives to bless me with his love;
	he lives to plead for me above;
	he lives my hungry soul to feed;
	he lives to help in time of need.

7	He lives and grants me daily breath;
	he lives, and I shall conquer death;
	he lives my mansion to prepare;
	he lives to bring me safely there.
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.

DISMISSAL
A	Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

A	Go in peace. Share the good news.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”	J. Hatton

From Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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SERVING TODAY

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Karen Moeller, assisting minister
Karl Breitbarth, reader
Mt Carmel CY&F, crucifer, banners; bell tree
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Jubilate Bells
Anna Matthes, Matti Gurney, technology desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
Rich Feist, Jim Felicetta, ushers 
Rick Labandz, bus ministry 
Benedict family, coffee hosts

The chancel flowers this weekend are given by Connie Wegner 
in memory of Jim Wegner.

The webcast is sponsored this weekend by Rich and Susan Feist.

If you wish to sponsor a webcast or donate flowers sign up in the narthex
 or call the church office.

This service is being streamed live on the internet.




What is biblical hospitality?

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”  Romans 12:13

What do you think of when you hear the word hospitality? Many associate hospitality with Martha Stewart or House and Garden magazine. Others might think about having people over for coffee and cake after church. Often, people put so much pressure on themselves to have a clean house because of their desire to be accepted and admired by others, the work to get ready for a guest often discourages people from actually doing it. 

The word hospitality may make us think of the hospitality committee at our church. These committees are often responsible for making sure that visitors feel comfortable. Many churches have hospitality rooms. This is often a particular place that is set aside for people to feel welcomed. Unfortunately, that is sometimes the extent to which a church understands and lives out hospitality. Too often, Christians have a limited view of what biblical hospitality is all about. 

Somewhere along the way we have lost the original meaning of the term hospitality. Hospitality is often viewed as kind, friendly, Mr. Rogers-like. Most associate it with feminine characteristics rather than masculine characteristics. Women are more likely than men to be identified as hospitable. However, the hospitality of the Bible is deliberate, demanding, and for everyone. It is radical, far different than what we know of it today. 

The Greek word for hospitality is philoxenia. The word can be interpreted “love of strangers.” This goes against many of our thoughts and ideas about strangers. Few of us, when we think of strangers, think of loving them. It is more likely that we think about “fear of strangers” rather than love of strangers. Yet Christ’s teachings are often radical, counter-cultural, and stretch us to live dependently on him and his strength, not on ourselves. 

The period in which biblical hospitality was most vibrant was the first five centuries after Christ’s death. Hospitality was evidence of Christianity. The act of hospitality directed toward strangers distinguished the church from its surrounding environment. Offering care to strangers became a distinguishing mark of authentic Christianity. 

Biblical hospitality involves taking chances and serving others in ways in which we might feel uncomfortable. It is deliberate. Biblical hospitality goes against our nature. It is not something we are naturally drawn to do. We need to be deliberate in our actions to engage in this type of hospitality. It is demanding. If comfort and predictability are important to you, then biblical hospitality is not what you are looking for. Biblical hospitality forces us to get involved in the lives of others, forcing us to be more dependent on God to fulfill our commitment to others. 

adapted from material © 2008 Lydia Home Association:
Strengthening Children & Families
www.lydiahome.org/ministry.aspx?ministry_id=58258





WELCOME

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.

[image: ]Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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