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	HOLY COMMUNION

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026 + 9:30 am
Christ our advocate 

	Come and See!
All Are Welcome! Mt Carmel at 100 – Past Present Promise 1926 - 2026



Christ is the great ark who holds us and all living things
Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy Spirit Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.
  
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together on the first day of the week, 
the day of resurrection.

PRELUDE
“Welcome, Happy Morning”		F. Ritter


At the sound of the bell please stand and face the worship leaders.

EASTER PROCLAMATION		repeat three times
P	Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!



PROCESSIONAL HYMN		(hymn) ELW 408
“Come, Thou Almighty King”
Children are invited to join the procession.

1	Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing;
	help us to praise; Father all-glorious, o'er all victorious,
	come and reign over us, Ancient of Days.

2	Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord;
	our prayer attend. Come and thy people bless, 
		and give thy word success,
	and let thy righteousness on us descend.

3	Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear
	in this glad hour! Thou who almighty art, rule now in ev'ry heart,
	never from us depart, Spirit of pow'r.

4	To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be
	hence evermore! Thy sov'reign majesty may we in glory see,
	and to eternity love and adore.
Text: source unknown, c. 1757, alt.

GREETING
P	The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE TO THE RISEN CHRIST	setting 3, ELW p. 140
“This Is the Feast”
 
REFRAIN:
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. REFRAIN

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. REFRAIN



Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. REFRAIN

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. REFRAIN

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P	Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C	Amen.

The presider continues with words of welcome.



WORD
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

CHILDREN’S WORD 
	Thanksgiving for faith formation leaders
Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children.

READING FROM THE EARLY CHURCH	see Scripture insert
	Paul’s message to the Athenians		Acts 17:22–31
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

Luke writes:
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 

26 “From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’

29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, Word of life.
C	Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk533849120]		
PSALM		Psalm 66:8–20 ICEL
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (66:8)

A	Bless our God, you peoples, loudly sound God’s praise,
Who kept our spirits alive and our feet from stumbling.
C	God, you have tested us, refined us like silver in fire. 
	You led us into a trap, you put a weight on our backs, 
	you let others beat us down. 
	We passed through water and fire, 
but then you brought us relief.

A	I come to your house with gifts to keep the vow I made.
This promise was on my lips when I was afflicted.
I will offer sacrifice, 
burnt offerings of rams, wild bulls and goats.
C	Come, listen, all who fear God, 
as I tell you what happened to me.
To God I cried aloud, praise upon my tongue,
“If I have evil in my heart, let my Lord not listen!”

A	Bless God who did listen, heeded the sound of my prayer.
God did not reject my plea, but pledged me constant love.
C	Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
	to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord;
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
both now and forever. Amen.

SECOND READING 
	The days of Noah, a sign of baptism	1 Peter 3:13–22
Christians have a zeal for doing what is right in God’s eyes no matter what the circumstances because in baptism we are saved and made alive. Thus our Christian beliefs and behavior are to be a matter of public record just as our baptism is.

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?
14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 

18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 

21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you — not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God, Word of life.
C	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION & PROCESSION	tune: ELW 386
The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing: 
C	Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus gave his life for us. Rose from death victorious.
Bear good fruit, abide in me. Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

GOSPEL
	Christ our advocate		John 14:15–21
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

The holy gospel according to John.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The refrain is repeated as the gospel procession reverses.	tune: ELW 386
C	Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY	in English	(hymn) ELW 781
“Children of the Heavenly Father”

1	Children of the heav'nly Father safely in his bosom gather;
	nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e'er was given.


2	God his own doth tend and nourish,
	in his holy courts they flourish.
	From all evil things he spares them,
	in his mighty arms he bears them.

3	Neither life nor death shall ever
	from the Lord his children sever;
	unto them his grace he showeth,
	and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4	Though he giveth or he taketh,
	God his children ne'er forsaketh;
	his the loving purpose solely
	to preserve them pure and holy.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES’ CREED 	   (adapted: “I put my trust in…)
A	With the whole church, let is proclaim our Easter faith.
C	I put my trust in God, the Father almighty, 
		creator of heaven and earth. 

	I put my trust in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
		who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
		born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
		was crucified, died, and was buried; 
		he descended to the dead.
		On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
		he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
		and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

	I put my trust in the Holy Spirit, 
		the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
		the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
	and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
each petition concludes:
God of grace,
C	hear our prayer.


MEAL
When Jesus was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.

PEACE
P	The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C	And also with you.

The assembly is invited to share the peace of the risen Christ with one another.

OFFERING
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the plates as they are passed, at the usher desk or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“Thy Holy Wings”		C. S. Berg

Offertory Prayer
A	Let us pray together. 
C	Risen Christ, receive these gifts, 
with our hopes, dreams, and prayers.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread, 
that our eyes may be opened 
to see your presence among us, 
and our lives filled with the new life of your resurrection. 
Amen.

The assisting minister pours out the wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	it is right to give our thanks and praise.

P	… and join their unending hymn: 	(setting 10, ELW p. 207)

C	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving:
P	…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P	…in your holy church, now and forever.
C	Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 
“Lamb of God”		setting10; ELW page 208
C	O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we pray.

silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C	Amen.


EASTER BLESSING
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. 
They told what had happened on the road and 
how he had been made to known to them in the breaking of the bread.

SENDING DIALOG
A	We have heard the holy and saving gospel 
	of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	We have celebrated with joy the Easter mysteries.

A	We have been nurtured at the holy table 
and baptized into the priesthood of Christ.
C	We offer ourselves now to the Lord of all creation
in thanksgiving for all that God has done for us.

P	Go out from this Easter assembly 
to proclaim the mighty works of the Lord.
C	Let us bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION
P	May the risen Christ bring you all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C	Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN	in English	(hymn) ELW 822
“Oh, Sing to the Lord”		stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5


1	Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
	Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
	Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
	Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

2	For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
	For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
	For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
	Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

4	Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit.
	Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit.
	Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit.
	Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

5	For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
	For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
	For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
	Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English
Spanish and English text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
A	Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

A	Go in peace. Share the good news.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Oh, Sing to the Lord”		G.M. Cartford
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SERVING TODAY

Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Dave Olson, assisting minister
Jill Davis, reader
Mt Carmel CY&F, crucifer, banners; bell tree
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Sanctuary Choir
Anna Matthes, Matti Gurney, technology desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
Rich Feist, Jim Felicetta, ushers 
Doug Jones, bus ministry 
Adam and Jessica Walz, coffee host
 
The chancel flowers this weekend are given by Karl Breitbarth
  in memory of Richard Nye’s birthday.

The webcast is sponsored this weekend by
  Tessa and Maria Gurney.

If you wish to sponsor a webcast or donate flowers sign up in the narthex or call the church office.

This service is being streamed live on the internet.

A Special Congregational Meeting of the congregation has been called for 10:30 am Sunday, May 17, 2026, for the sole purpose of approving a loan to replace the sanctuary roof and for other renovations and repairs.
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COME AND SEE  + GO AND TELL
How to Respond When Someone Sits in Your Pew

We all carry a bubble of personal space. For some people, it's several feet. For others, it's about a millimeter. Wherever you happen to fall, there are certain situations in which we invite visitors into our little sphere of experience - like at church. Furthermore, human beings are territorial in nature and sometimes see strangers inside the bubble as an affront. These
situations need not be cause for alarm.

1. Smile and greet the “intruders.”
Oftentimes they are visitors to your congregation - new blood. Avoid creating bad blood you might regret later on. Make solid eye contact so they know you mean it, shake hands with them, and leave no impression that they've done something wrong.

2. View the “intrusion as an opportunity.
Remember, you don't own the pew; you just borrow it once a week. Take the opportunity to get out of your rut and sit someplace new. This will physically emphasize a change in your perspective and may yield new spiritual discoveries.

3. If you can tell that our new friends feel uncomfortable at having displaced you, despite your efforts to the contrary, make an extra effort to welcome them.
Consider taking them to brunch after church to become acquainted. If there are too many for you to foot the bill, consider inviting them to accompany you on a "go Dutch" basis. This will eliminate any hierarchy and place you on equal footing.

(p. 122) Here We Stand © Augsburg Fortress 2010
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WELCOME

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.

Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.
[image: ]
Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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