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	HOLY COMMUNION

Sunday
July 19, 2026 + 9:30 am
Parable of the weeds
 

	Come and See! Go and Tell!
All Are Welcome! Mt Carmel at 100 – Past Present Promise 1926 - 2026



[bookmark: _Hlk514745968]As the farmer gathers the harvest,
Christ welcomes us into the barn of heaven
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING

GATHERING MUSIC
“Bourrée in F Major”		G. P. Telemann

At the sound of the bell please stand if you are able.

GATHERING SONG		(hymn) ¢ W&P 22
“Bring Forth the Kingdom”

1	You are salt for the earth, O people:
Salt for the Kingdom of God!
Share the flavor of life, O people:
Life in the Kingdom of God!

Refrain
Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
Bring forth the Kingdom of justice,
Bring forth the City of God!

2	You are a light on the hill, O people:
Light for the City of God!
Shine so holy and bright, O people:
Shine for the Kingdom of God!  Refrain

3	You are a seed of the Word, O people:
Bring forth the Kingdom of God!
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,
Grow in the Kingdom of God!  Refrain

4	We are a blest and a pilgrim people:
Bound for the Kingdom of God!
Love our journey and love our homeland:
Love is the Kingdom of God!  Refrain
 Text and music: © Marty Haugen (1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

GATHERING DIALOG
A	Give glory to God, our light and our life.
C	Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

A	Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God,
C	that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

A	O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
C	Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one God,
who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.

HYMN OF PRAISE		(hymn) ELW 819
“Come, All You People”
 
1	Come, all you people, come and praise the Most High;
	come, all you people, come and praise the Most High;
	come, all you people, come and praise the Most High;
	come now and worship the Lord.

2	Come, all you people, come and praise the Savior;
	come, all you people, come and praise the Savior;
	come, all you people, come and praise the Savior;
	come now and worship the Lord.

3	Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit;
	come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit;
	come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit;
	come now and worship the Lord.
Text: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936, alt.
© 1986 World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland, 
and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music, notation and English paraphrase by I-to Loh.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C	And also with you.

P	Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful judge, 
you care for your children with firmness and compassion. 
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, 
that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C	Amen.

The presider continues with words of welcome.



WORD

CHILDREN’S WORD
Children are invited forward; parents are welcome to come with their children.

FIRST READING
	There is no other God		Isaiah 44:6–8
God claims the right to sole rule, because God announces things that actually do happen, while supposed divine opponents remain silent. God is Israel’s redeemer, that is, the best brother or sister they ever had.

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
	and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
	I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.
7Who is like me? 
	Let them proclaim it,
	let them declare and set it forth before me.
	Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
	Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
	have I not told you from of old and declared it?
	You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me?
	There is no other rock; I know not one.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
C	Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk533849120]
PSALM		Psalm 86:11–17 ICEL
	Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth. (86:11)

A	Mark your path, Lord, that I may follow your truth.
C	Make my one desire 
to revere your name.

A	With all I am, I thank you, God, and honor your name for ever.
C	Your love for me is great, 
it saves me from the grave.

A	The proud rise against me, 
brutal gangs seek my life, with no thought of you.
C	But you are Lord of mercy and care, 
a God slow to anger, 
full of loyalty and love.

A	Turn to me, pity me, 
strengthen your daughter’s child, rescue your servant.
C	Show me a sign of your love 
to shock and disgrace my enemy.

A	Bring me help and comfort, Lord.
Teach me your way, and I will walk in your truth.
C	Give praise to the Father Almighty; 
	to the Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord;
to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts; 
both now and forever. Amen.

SECOND READING 
The revealing of the children of God	Romans 8:12–25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

Paul writes to the church at Rome:
Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh — 13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
C	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		setting 4, ELW p. 151
The assembly stands and welcomes the gospel, singing: 
C	Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
	The parable of the weeds		Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
Jesus tells a parable about the co-existence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.


The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C	Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

The gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY		(hymn) ELW 465
“As the Grains of Wheat”

	Refrain
	As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
	were gathered into one to become our bread; 
	so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
	be gathered into one in you.

1	As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
	may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

2	Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
	when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1990 GIA Publication

MAORI AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   	(Maori, New Zealand)
A	Let us together proclaim the faith that we share with Christians 
around the world, using words of a Maori creed.
C	You, O God, are supreme and holy,
You create our world and give us life,
your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us. You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved your love for us 
in Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now. You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.

You are our God. We worship you.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION	
Prayers are offered for the Church, the earth, the nations, and those in any need.

each petition concludes:
…Hear our prayer, O God of grace,
C	Your mercy endures forever.


MEAL

PEACE
P	May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
C	May the word of Christ dwell in us richly.
The assembly is invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.

OFFERING
When bread and wine are broken and shared in the Lord’s Supper an offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Please leave your offerings in the plates as they are passed, at the usher desk or give online. During this time, the table is set. Please stand as the offering procession reaches the chancel. Thank you for your generosity.

“All Good Gifts”		S. Schwartz

Offertory Prayer
A	Let us pray together. 
C	Blessed are you, God of all creation; 
through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Receive and use our gifts and offerings for your glory 
and for the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen.

The assisting minister pours out the wine.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.

P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	it is right to give our thanks and praise.

P	… and join their unending hymn: 	setting 4, ELW p. 153
C	Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest

The presider continues with the Great Thanksgiving, concluding:
Lord’s Prayer (1789)
C	Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion

Communion 


“Lamb of God”		setting 4; ELW page 154
C	Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

silence for reflection concludes the communion

Prayer after Communion
A	Let us pray. 
Most loving God, creator and redeemer, 
we give you thanks for this foretaste of your glory.
C	Through Christ, and with all your saints, 
we offer ourselves and our lives to your service. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the servant, 
our friend and brother. Amen.


SENDING

BLESSING
P	Be strengthened with the power of God,
☩ the love of Christ, 
and the help of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C	Amen.

SENDING SONG		(hymn) ELW 694
“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”

1	Sing to the Lord of harvest your songs of love and praise;
	with joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise;
	by him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move;
	sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love.

2	God makes the clouds drop fatness, 
		the deserts bloom and spring,
	the hills leap up in gladness, the valleys laugh and sing.
	God fills them with his fullness, all things with large increase
	and crowns the year with goodness, with plenty and with peace.

3	Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave,
	the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save.
	Your hearts lay down before him when at his feet you fall,
	and with your lives adore him who gave his life for all.
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & SERVING OPPORTUNIES

DISMISSAL
A	Go now to love and serve the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Open Your Ears” 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB118277.
OneLicense #A-707310   CCLI Church © License # 21088208   CCLI Streaming License # 21088198 
Copyright material from ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ is used with permission.



SERVING TODAY


Pastor Foy Christopherson, presiding
Sinéad Carolan, assisting minister
Roger Peterson, reader
Ruth Bills, director of music & worship
Anna Matthes, summer music
Julie and Dave Larson, technology desk
Janell Partyka, sacristan/altar guild
Rick Sundly, Barb Hollister, ushers 
Rick Labandz, bus ministry 
_____, coffee hosts
Adam and Jessica Walz, webcast sponsor

Chancel flowers this weekend are given by Bob and Barb Hollister
in memory of their parents.

If you wish to sponsor a webcast or donate flowers sign up in the narthex 
or call the church office.

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lower-level following worship.

This service is being streamed live on the internet.




Luther says… part 1
Some important things Luther said and what he meant

When our Lord [and master], Jesus Christ, said, ‘repent, ‘(Mt. 4:17) he called for the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.
—Ninety-five Theses (1517)

Luther meant that faith and its Christly acts of love and service are never to be separated from real life. Faith isn't just hobby; it's an entire way of life!

The law says, “do this,” and it’s never done. Grace says, “believe in this,” end everything is already done.
—Heidelberg Disputation (1518)

This statement highlights how important Martin Luther believed it to be that Christians understand the difference between God’s law and the gospel. A life free to serve others begins with this. No matter how well you keep the law, only the free gift of the gospel can save you.

A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none; a Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.
—The Freedom of a Christian (1520)

By this, Luther meant that Jesus Christ is a Christian’s only Lord—a Lord who commands us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the scriptures or by clear reason... I am bound by the scriptures I have quoted, and my conscience is captive to the word of God. I cannot and I will not retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, God help me, Amen.
—Speech at the Diet of Worms (April 15, 1521)

With this bold and defiant statement, Martin Luther drew a line in the sand and started an age of reformation for the Christian church.

Be a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in Christ even more boldly, for he is victorious over sin, death, and the world.
—Letter to Philip Melanchthon (August 1, 1521)

Jesus came to save sinners. There’s no point in denying you’re a sinner. But more importantly, knowing you’re a sinner will bring you closer to Jesus Christ, the one person who can save you from sin and death.

This is most certainly true. Amen.
—Small Catechism (1529)
The freedom God declares through Jesus Christ can be fully believed and should not be doubted. Luther wanted the word Amen to be spoken with complete confidence.

Quotes and commentary from Here I Stand, p. 156-160 © Augsburg Fortress

WELCOME

Everyone is welcome. We are a faith community participating in the life of God, a life that is a gift to us and in which we are actively engaged. That gift compels us to be actively engaged in the neighborhoods of Northeast Minneapolis as well. We are a multigenerational community that proudly celebrates our history while joining together with younger generations to follow where God is leading. We build our community through faith practices like prayer, dwelling in the Word and hospitality.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today.  If you would like more information about Mt. Carmel, please contact us at 612-781-2796, or email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org 

Children are welcome at all services. Worship bulletins for children and activity bags are available outside the sanctuary. 

Welcome to the Lord’s Table. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please follow the guidance of the ushers and instructions in the order of service. During communion, ministers will bring bread and wine to you where you are seated if you require accessibility accommodation. Please inform the ushers. Communion may be received in one kind (only bread or only wine) from any station if wheat bread or alcohol presents a health concern. White grape juice is available by request at most liturgies from most communion stations.

Welcome to the Holy Baptism. All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to receive Holy Baptism. Please visit with any worship leader, staff member, hospitality volunteer, contact the church office, or complete an information card, indicating that you wish to be baptized. Our pastor will contact you.





Friends of Mt. Carmel…Stay connected
Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a soft spot in their heart for Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church – people who feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join a new network of Friends of Mt. Carmel. Email pastor@mountcarmelmpls.org for more information or to join.

[image: ]Digital giving is available at Mt. Carmel. You can easily donate online through our website at mountcarmelmpls.org and click on Give. Mt. Carmel Lutheran is supported by generous people like you. Questions? Contact the church office at 612-781-2796.
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